
 



 

It is with gratitude to God 
and knowing His Blessing 
that Robbie and Helen 
Hall have accepted God’s 
calling and our invitation to 
be our Pastor here at 
Hope Baptist Church, 
Bridgend.  
Easter marks a time of 

new beginnings.  This is to 

be true for each of us as 

we will be led ‘into 

pastures green’ by a good 

shepherd.   We assure 

you, Robbie and Helen, of 

a welcome that will honour your call from God; a welcome that will be 

made manifest by our resolve to work with you for the furtherance of God’s 

kingdom here in Bridgend and the wider community. 

From 1975–2012 Robbie served in the Army, for most of that time he was 

a bomb disposal operator – retiring as Colonel, which underlines the 

qualities of courageous leadership the position demands.  Could any field 

of leadership require a more “hands on approach?” Keeping Him safe 

through many, many life threatening crises God’s plan for Robbie’s 

retirement were being made clear.  Having obtained his MBA degree at 

Cranfield University in 2001 further studies for him were on God’s horizon.  

Robbie answered God’s call to ministry,  he studied in 2012 at Redcliffe 

Bible College, University of Gloucester, culminating in gaining his Masters 

Degree in “Bible and Mission”.   He is currently ending his course at the 

South Wales Baptist College in preparation for a pastorate – that it is with 

us at Hope is our joy and blessing. 

For 37 years he has been blest and supported by Helen who was a 

teacher.   Much is asked of military wives - they have to say goodbyes and 

keep strong.  How much more so for Helen, given the niche 

responsibilities and danger that Robbie was walking into.  Helen, however, 

had come to faith and her calm acceptance of her supportive role was 

governed totally by her hours of prayer time.  From postings to Ireland and 



 

Germany and others Helen’s own courage and steadfastness came to the 

fore. 

It was with a joint trust in God’s protection that they raised three Christian 

sons each joining the army, each attaining levels of excellence. We long to 

meet Ben, Jamie and Tom and their families. They are assured of our 

prayers – especially Ben at this moment.   He is an Emergency Medical 

Consultant in Iraq.  No need to ask where they get their work ethic – or 

faith from.   

Hope looks forward to being a part of your lives.  We are challenged to 

equal your passion for ministry, all inclusive and filled with the love of our 

Lord, renewed, by His Grace in each of us every day.  

Robbie has emphasised many times that his vision for Hope and Bridgend 

is ‘our vision’.  It will be a team ministry – a word that Robbie has 

embraced throughout his career. Just a word of concern, Robbie. I 

sincerely hope that the deacons won’t be holding some of their meetings 

from the summit of Pen-y-Fan! (Mountain rescue, stretchers and 

helicopters come easily to mind!!) It’s the only time I have felt glad that I 

broke my hip recently – I am exempt from all Outward Bound Team 

Building Challenges  ...please!!!  

As Helen is from Newport - she has ‘come home to Wales’ - we will 

develop our team spirit in the women’s meetings, sitting, listening and 

praying together – not forgetting shopping!  ‘Croeso’n ȏl’, Helen. 

Seriously, the anticipation of all that can be achieved when we put our 

trust in God – when we truly follow Him – when a leader stands up and 

declares. 

  “Here I am, Lord…I will hold your people in my heart.” Is exciting.                                                                                         

  When we too make these words our very own – then together we will 

serve  ‘The Servant King’  because Our Lord has plans for us “ ... plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  

Simply because of Jesus!    

 Rhonwen Miles 

 
 



 

Recycled! 

 
Some years ago I came across this story.  It seems that in Sir Winston 
Churchill’s former home there is a large model of a ship.  That model is 
made from thousands of used, burnt-out matches,  that  would normally 
have been thrown away. 
 
Each of those apparently useless, spent items were literally picked up, 
painstakingly moulded together, and transformed into something quite 
beautiful.  Someone must have had a great vision of the finished article 
and great patience! 
 
Is not this the sort of thing that God does with people?  He takes 
“blackened” embers of ruined lives, with all their failures and sins, and 
creates something beautiful for himself. 
 
He picks up the nobodies, the foolish, the weak, the lowly, the despised … 
and recycles them;  transforming  them into Christ-like individuals, placing 
them into Christ-like communities. 
 
What a great vision God  had  for  “fallen” men and women.  What great 
cost He was prepared to pay – the death of His only Son.  What great 
patience He shows;  because  unlike used matches, people have minds 
and wills of their own, and often object to the plans God has for them. 
 
This Easter we again celebrate Christ crucified, and  raised  from the 
dead.  We celebrate  Christ , the power and wisdom of God.  We celebrate 
Christ in and through whom we are called, chosen, changed, and crafted 
into his church.  
 
May onlookers see in us something of the transforming power of God, and 
may they marvel at what He has done and is doing with our lives. 
 

Rev. Mike Weldon 
 
 

 



 

In 2007 an Easter  Egg covered in diamonds 

sold for almost £9 million pounds.  Every 

hour a jewel encrusted cockerel pops up 

from the top of the Faberge egg – flaps its 

wings four times, nods its head three times 

and makes a crowing noise.  

The little chicks we ogle at and coo over 

grow and can become menacing. A cockerel 

crows and instantly the word “denial” springs  to mind.   Jesus had been 

specific – “I tell you the truth, Peter, - before the cock crows tomorrow 

morning you will deny me three times...”  

We glance at the diamond encrusted egg and wonder if it’s beauty can 
house something so cruel, something so sad,  the  sound of the crowing 
resulted in Peter’s tears of repentance.  In Judaism the Hebrew   word 

‘gever’ means both ‘man’ and ‘rooster’ – both deserve punishment. 
However, at second glance we remember Jesus’ words “Go tell my 

disciples and Peter...” Jesus is filled with a love for this disciple who has 

wept bitter tears and is broken in spirit – ‘... and Peter’. The word 

‘forgiveness’ now transcends the word denial.  Peter is gloriously restored, 

more, he is given a commission to “feed the lambs and sheep”.  A 

resurrected Saviour restores Peter’s soul.  Peter’s story – our story  too.  

The rooster has long since been a symbol of Jesus Christ who breaks the 

power of darkness, brings forgiveness of sins and announces a new day 

through the power of Jesus’ resurrection. 

 
 

 
 



 

Easiest ever Biscuits. 

 

Heat oven Gas mark 6. and  line baking sheet with parchment. 

Put 200 grams butter and 200 grams caster sugar into a bowl and beat 

well.                         

Add 1 large egg, ½ tsp vanilla extract and finally 400 grams of flour to 

make a dough. 

Pull pieces off dough, roll out to thickness of two £1 coins on floured 

surface.  Cut out shapes.  Press clean toy shapes gently into biscuits. 

Bake for 8 –10 minutes or until edges are brown.   Cool for 5 mins. Serve.       

... then we eat chocolate eggs!   The most popular egg shaped chocolate 

is Cadbury’s Creme Egg.  Workers at Cadbury in Birmingham produce 1.5 

million of them ... every day!  (Any jobs going?) 

 

 

By the way how do you eat your chocolate bunny?  76 percent bite off their 

ears first - 5 percent go for their feet and 4 percent opt for its tail. 



 

FAMILY NEWS 

Happy Birthday to BMS Birthday Scheme Members - April 

7th   Conor Davies   

15t    Brinley George   

18t Paul Evans   

21st Tom Chamberlain   

It is with sadness that I have to start Family News offering Dorothy and 

Sian Fear our love and sympathy for Derek Fear has gone on before us to 

be with his Lord whom he has loved throughout his life.  To have been 

witness to such faith is now the greatest of comforts to a loving wife and 

devoted daughter.  His love for them was evident as he cared for each 

with a devotion that was enviable. 

All three of them worked as a team; especially so when they returned 

‘home to Wales’ after spending 10 years in Zimbabwe.  Derek’s work ethic 

throughout his life was second to none.  A successful salesman for his 

company he enjoyed playing the piano in his spare time.  It was his faith 

that shone through all that he achieved – a faith that resulted in him being 

a man of integrity, loyal in his church attendance and encouraging to all 

who shared his Christian belief.  The memories of all these attributes will 

sustain Dorothy and Sian in the days to come – as will the love and 

prayers of us here at ‘Hope’. 

“Heaven waits with glorious expectancy for the Son to return home. It is the 
Divine moment of homecoming.” As with Christ so with every believer.  

We have several members who are waiting for operations.  Bob Rowe has  

had his and is well.  Barbara Harris and Barbara Simmonds are also 

wishing that they will be summoned  soon.  May the surgery relieve you of 

pain.  

Mr Derrick King – what can I say!  As his fight continues these are the 

words that sum him up perfectly; 

”Courage is contagious. When a brave man takes a stand the spines of 

others are stiffened.” (Billy Graham) 



 

 I am certain that the whole of Bridgend would stand with alacrity and 

agree for they have seen him fight long and hard.  We walk forward 

together and prayers abound.  

Courage, faith and a love of life are words synonymous with Doreen 

Lecrass which is why we are not surprised that she has come through her 

operation successfully.  At present she is staying with her daughter in 

Aylesbury.  We long to have you back with us because you are an 

example to us all.  May God continue to place His healing hand upon you 

– you ‘good and faithful servant’.  Your friends and family at Hope are 

praying for you.  Doreen wishes to thank you all for the cards and love she 

has received.  She is overwhelmed. 

It is good to see improvement in Cynthia and Cyril Jenkins – it has been a 

long haul but your prayers for us and our prayers for you have sustained 

you both. 

Clarice, Hilary and Mary have been suffering the taunts of pain these past 

few weeks. We want you to know that you are being prayed for. 

.When we look at God’s face we see His Glory but when we look at the cross 
we see His Heart.” – a heart that suffers alongside us and holds us safe in 
His arms. 

Congratulations to Margaret and John Francis who are celebrating their 

50th Golden Wedding Anniversary on the high seas – cruising in the 

Canaries.  Hope send you love and prayers for continued good health, 

faith and happiness. 

Several of our members are housebound: Mrs Rosemary Bridgeman, 

Pearl Phillips, Clifford Stratford-Davies, Brenda and Russell Cadogan, 

Olwen Martin.   May Easter bring you peace and  comfort.   We remember 

too Edward who looks after Anita with such daily devotion as does Hilary 

with Don.   All care and selflessness is a mirror of God’s presence and His 

gift of enduring love. 

Our Easter prayers extend to Mrs Eva Foster (Leicester), Mrs Viv James 

(Bristol) and Mrs Glynis Thomas (Barry). Your prayers enrich our 

fellowship but we do miss the chats and fun times.  Stay safe and well – 

feel our Lord’s loving touch. 



 

At this point I would be adding Mrs Glenys Hayman’s name but I was sad 

to hear from her family that Glenys passed away peacefully last Thursday 

evening, March 15th.   Having fallen and broken her arm before Christmas 

her deterioration was rapid.   Glenys was such a gentle and kind friend to 

Hope – her love and loyalty were  so obvious, we respected and loved her 

greatly. We send Martin and the family our deepest sympathy and love.  

We are told to let our light shine.  If it does, we won’t need to tell anybody it 
does.  Lighthouses don’t fire cannons to call attention to their shining – they 
just shine”. 

As we look forward it behoves us also to look back for I want to thank all 

those who came to preach each Sunday.  They have seen us through 

three years of interregnum, encouraging us every step of the way, 

nourishing our flagging spirits and thrilling us with God’s Word in season. 

Hope owes you a great debt of gratitude. 

You will understand me singling out Rev Mike Weldon.  Whilst he is in 

fellowship with us here at Hope he has been a constant in our journey, 

taking monthly series, Lenten Studies and helping out when the need has 

been greatest.   Mike has always brought us close to our Lord.   He is 

valued highly for his children’s stories by children and adults alike!   On 

behalf of us all I thank you, Mike, for together with Pam, you have kept us 

strong and enduring in faith.  To have Robbie with us can only offer you a 

kinship borne out of your respective ‘calling’ into the ministry. 

I want to thank all who have enhanced our spiritual journey; to our music 

makers who are committed despite busy schedules.  Thank you Mary for 

the joy of seeing flowers at their best and each season, especially Easter 

and Christmas, celebrated with poems and beautiful displays.  A huge 

thank you to our faithful and diligent caretakers who constantly go ’the 

extra mile’ – we never take your kindness and hard work for granted.   It’s 

a thank you to everybody – at a time when you each play a vital role in 

enabling Hope to be at her best at all times – a ministry in itself  

May Magazine will bring a word from Robbie and Helen (This one has to 

go to print asap) 

Meantime Pam and I wish you all the Joys and Blessings of Easter. 

Rhonwen 



 

Month of Sundays… 

 1st April 8th April 

DUTY 
DEACONS 

Mrs. Maureen Turner 

 

 
Rev. Brian Evans 

 

 
Rev. David Glave 

 

Rev. Martin Gillard 

 

Goff Hopkins (in memory of 
Mrs. Moyra Hopkin) 

Alistair and Angela Duthie 

 Chris Burn & 
Eva Evans 

Enid James & 
Pat Fairfax 

Alison Evans & 
Nyfain Pugh 

Margaret Francis & 
Rhyl Coleman 

 

COMMUNION AM 

Prep: Alison Evans  
 

 

Ladies Guild 

9th Mr. Chris Jones – the Weather 

23rd Annual General Meeting 

 

There will be no Prayer Meeting on April 5th 
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15th April 22nd April 29th April 

Mrs. Maureen Turner 

Rev. Brian Evans 

Dr. Meirion Evans 

Rev. Simeon Baker 

TBC 

 Marion Roberts 
Doreen Lecrass & 

Eva Evans 

Lynne Chamberlain & 
Delyth Ware 

Yvonne Matthews & 
Margaret Francis 

Ros Hogg & 
Val Jenkins 

Pam Jones & 
Judith Jakob 

Alison Evans & 
Nyfain Pugh 

Margaret Francis & 
Rhyl Coleman 

COMMUNION PM 
Prep: Delyth Ware & 

Enid James 
  

 

 

Women@Hope 

3rd No meeting 

10th Kristian Diamond 

17th Gareth James 

24th Pastor Adam Thomas 

 

 



 

WHAT’S OCCURRING! 
 
SUNDAY’SCOOL NEWS 
This month's highlight for Sunday'scool was Mothering Sunday.  The 

children sang and read poems about their mums at the beginning of the 

service and returned at the end to distribute bunches of daffodils.  It was 

an encouragement to see several family members of the children in the 

congregation. Please continue to pray for the work of Sunday'scool. 

Delyth Ware 
 
MISSION HOME AND AWAY 
St David’s Day Concert   

We went ahead with the concert on Sat. 3rd March and 25 hardened 

concert goers found their way through the snow to enjoy an excellent 

afternoon of music and poetry and the Korean Choir entertaining us by 

singing and also performing a Chinese New Year Dance for us, which was 

quite something.  Due to the bad weather we also had lots to eat!.  Thanks 

to everyone for attending and taking part and to everyone who made 

donations.  We made £225 which will be a good amount to send to Open 

Doors from the Church. 

 

Hilda’s Walk 

A reminder that the walk will take place on Easter Saturday at 10.00am 

prompt from Rest Bay Carpark.  All funds raised will be shared between 

the Samaritan’s Purse, Rohingya  Refugees Emergency Appeal and the 

United Christian  Broadcasters  (who supply the church with copies of the 

Word for the Day Bible reading notes free of charge).  Sponsorship forms 

are in the porch if you want one, or see Neil. 

Neil Jenkins 

Saturday, 28th April at 7.30pm St David’s Hall where the Sons of Jubal 

Ignite tour of the UK will delight us all.   Cambrensis and St David’s Praise 

choir join the 150 strong male voice choir and brass ensemble from the 

Baptist churches of Georgia, USA.  This promises to be a very special 

evening of music to stir the soul. 

 

 



 

We are going to start Spring cleaning – does anybody need ... 

   Old Spectacles         Eric Matthews (Bridgend Lions) Box in porch. 

   Old Christmas cards    M&S -  Woodland Trust. 
   Small appliances.          British Heart Foundation. 
   Toys.                              British Red Cross. 
   Foreign currency.         Guide Dogs for the Blind. (We’re too ‘rushed’ 
                                           getting off a plane to find their envelope!) 
   For overseas Bibles and Christian books (only) more details    

from Rosalyn Hogg to follow 
 

That’s a good start...there are many more charities who would welcome 
the opportunity of turning our clutter into cash. 

 

I can’t possibly throw that out – says Irene of her grandmother’s teapot 
and jug and her grandmother’s wedding photograph. 
 
Pat Fairfax says:-  the girls both had teddies which are still with them today 
and I have a bone china tea set covered in blue violets that belonged to 
my grandmother, mother and now me.   

How times have changed!  I blame IKEA myself for denigrating beautiful 
crystal wine glasses to the back of the cupboard.  It seems that teacups 
and saucers will soon follow, replaced by mugs and takeaway containers, 
oh dear! – I am giving my age away. 

 

Are we the last generation to remember such things as scrubbing boards, 

carbolic soap and washing lines?  

 

 



 

Do you remember the golden rules? 

1. You had to hang the socks by the toes - not by the top and shirts by the 

tail - NEVER by the shoulders. 
2. It didn’t matter if it was sub–zero weather, clothes would freeze dry. 

One lady remembers her grandfather’s union suits standing up by 
themselves – frozen solid. (What’s a union suit?) 

 
The line announced a baby’s birth, from folks who lived inside, as brand 
new infant clothes were hung so carefully with pride. 
It also told when illness struck, as extra sheets were hung, 
Then night clothes and a bathrobe too, haphazardly were strung. 

It also said, “on vacation now”, when lines hung limp and bare ; 
It told, “We’re back”!  when full lines sagged, with not an inch to spare! 
New folk in town were frowned upon, if wash was dingy and grey, 
As neighbours carefully raised their brows and looked the other way. 

But clothes lines now are of the past, for dryers make our work much less 
Now what goes on inside a home, is anybody’s guess! 
I really miss that way of life,  it was a friendly sign, 
When neighbours knew each other best ... by what hung on the line. 
 
 
 

 

-  not one of us! 

 

Thank you Pat Hughes for submitting this 

 



 

Easter greetings to our Link Missionaries 

 

We are delighted to have Jane Edwards as 

our new link missionary.  More so as Jane will 

be continuing the work Kathy Russell was 

involved in in Mozambique.  Jane will be 

fighting for justice as she works with AMAC – 

Association of Mozambique Christian 

Lawyers. 

 

On Feb 15th she writes:- “Roads don’t have 

just puddles; the whole width of the road can 

be covered with water.” With the pavements of 

sand and dirt quickly eroded they have to walk over tree roots, ‘it takes 

longer to work a route to work and usually involves some jumping”.  Power 

cuts are good news, school’s out! – but 30 died.  Homes have been 

destroyed, crops ruined and infrastructure damaged, it will cost millions of 

pounds to repair.  People for whom life was already hard have seen it get 

much harder.   We assure you of our love and prayers, Jane. 

 

We also have Lucy and Mac as our new link missionaries.  

They live in Guinea, West Africa and have lived and worked in four 

countries on two continents.  Mac’s background is in construction and 

Lucy’s is in languages and fund raising.  They have two young sons, Isaac 

and Noah who love cars, spaceships, tree–climbing, mud and creepy 

crawlies. 

Mac and Lucy are working within a team exploring opportunities to do 

community development work, pre-school work, teaching and training and 

outreach to university students. We do not have a photo of them but hope 

to meet them in the summer when they are home on furlough. 

 

 

 



 

The Douglas Family. 

Helen, Angus, Caleb, Charis and Esther live in Katmandu, Nepal.  

Just before the school opened Angus and little Esther were hit by the 

Aussie flu – unfortunately they missed all the celebrations.  They are better 

now.   Helen is working hard for her Masters whilst continuing to teach 

thelatest batch of medical students.  She is due to submit her thesis in 

July. Helen, you deserve to pass with flying colours. 

As the KISC development programme is nearing its completion decisions 

have to be made about their future visa and future roles.  Unfortunately the 

adoption process has stalled again. They will be prayed for by us here in 

Hope, most especially by our Sundays’ cool  scholars  who  follow you with 

great interest and  love.  

Please keep safe and well. We hope to see you at some point during your 

six week home assignment in July. 

 

The Darby Family. 

 Linda, Tim,  Elsa,  Joshua and Annabelle.in Uganda. 

In May ’17 Linda and Tim started a home school with 5 children in their 

back garden. The school has since expanded with an open hut area for 

the little ones to play in and learn new skills.   In this New Year they were 

hoping for 10 squirrels (younger children) and 8 tigers (older children). 

Their reading classes thrive across Gulu Town working with an 

organisation called READ. 

Tim has started a business called WET (Water and Environmental 

Technical Consultancy). The profit they make enables them to drill 

boreholes for clean water.  Three new communities will benefit at the start 

this year. Also child protection training has been given to 12 head 

teachers. 

We have nothing but respect and love towards you all  -  for your courage, 

commitment, resiliency and the totality of your dependence upon God in 

the most challenging of situations.  He blesses each of you daily. 



 

 

                      And in the stillness said “Remember Me”! 

 

Are you on the road to Emmaus? 

Was on the road to Emmaus  
There was no turning back, 
Jerusalem now long since past – 
Our futures we thought were secure 
Jesus had seemed so sure. 
But now our hearts were broken  
And darkness filled our minds, 
How were we, to follow the signs – 
All the way we discussed and thought 
And reflected on all that Jesus had taught. 
 

Was understanding what we lacked! 
This man of power now turned flat? 
But in our doubt  
We still waited on God. 
Those words that once were near 
Just echoed in the mind 
Jesus was no traitor 
He hadn’t been that kind. 
 
Then along came a man who shared  
our burdens too, 



 

He seemed to listen, and knew what 
We’d been through. 
 
Silently He bowed His head 
And in the stillness said 
   “Remember Me” 
Our eyes were opened and then we knew. 
 
Then I thought about the church today 
And could see us all reacting this way; 
Jesus had to die – 
Mankind left to reason why. 
 
Our thanks again go to Rosalyn Hogg for this poem and for her painting of 
‘Poppies’ (see across) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

              Hope Baptist Church April 2018 

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE 
For more information on any of our activities, please get in touch 
with the contact shown. 

MONDAY: 
  

Ladies Guild 2.30pm Mrs P. Jones (01656) 655142 

Bible Study 7.30pm Mrs. M. Denning (01656) 767381 

TUESDAY: 
  

Ladies’ Prayer Group 9.30am Mrs R Rowe (01656) 654881 

Women@Hope 11.00am Mrs M Johnson (01656) 656346 

THURSDAY: 
  

Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Dr D. Ware (01656) 662948 

Prayer Meeting 7.30pm   

SUNDAY: 
  

Sunday’sCool 10.00am  

Morning Service 10.30am  

Evening Service 6.00pm  

WHO TO CONTACT AT HOPE 

CHURCH CONTACT: hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk  07866 746851 

SECRETARY: Rhonwen Miles (01656) 654169 

TREASURER: Paul Evans (01656) 661986 

CARETAKER: Seung Ho & Yun Hee Kang (01656) 646911 

USE OF PREMISES  
&SAFEGUARDING 

Sally George (01656) 668791 

NEWSDESK: mag4hope@yahoo.com 
Rhonwen Miles/ 

Pam Jones 

mailto:hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mag4hope@yahoo.com


 

 
 
 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
(Church Meeting 010503) 

 
We will EVANGELISE our community & beyond. 

We will encourage people to become more Christ-like through 
DISCIPLESHIP. 

We are committed to meeting the needs of those inside & outside 
our walls through MINISTRY. 

We will value FELLOWSHIP, recognising that it is a divine gift to the 
church. 

We will come before the Lord in obedience to WORSHIP Him. 

 

Hope Baptist Church operates a safeguarding children and  
adults at risk policy 

 

www.hopebridgend.co.uk  
 

Hope English Baptist Church Bridgend 
Affiliated to the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) & South Wales 

Baptist Association 
 

Registered Charity: No. 1133067 

 

Thanks to our printers: 
 

 

http://www.hopebridgend.co.uk/

