February 2022

From our new Pastor - Rev. Darren Blaney and his wife Tracey.
On behalf of both Tracey and myself
can I thank you for all the kindness we
were shown on our visit to Hope
recently. It helped settle in Tracey's
heart that this was the church and the
place that God was calling us to. Thank
you too for the honour of being invited
to be your next Pastor. I look forward to
working with all of you, as together we
go forward into whatever God has next
for us as a church.
******
Dear Friends,
Starting my first newsletter article as
your newly called Pastor with reference to a dead Anglican Bishop who
died nearly 800 years ago might not seem the most obvious thing to do.
However, Bishop Richard of Chichester penned one of the most famous
and influential prayers in the history of Christendom and one that I have
often turned to as the cry of my own heart. Allegedly these were his final
words on his deathbed, and yet far from being a prayer of death, they are
a passionate petition for life.
Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits thou hast given me,
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
and follow thee more nearly, day by day
Amen..
There is so much in this prayer that is rich and meaningful - so many
devotional talks that could be done about it! However, it is that last section
that is so widely known, often as the "Day by Day" prayer. It is a prayer that
I use often and it has become very dear to me. It also represents something
of my hope for us as a church and for my ministry here. In the final analysis
what really counts? What is really important? Surely it is knowing God and
being transformed to be more like Him. That is what this prayer captures so
beautifully.

It is my hope that we will see Jesus more clearly - in all His glory, in all of
the sufficiency of His grace, in all of the power of His resurrection and
ascension, and in all the fullness of His atoning work for sinners like you and
me.
As we see Him more clearly so our faith is deepened and our devotion to
Him strengthened so that we love Him more dearly, loving Him more than
our selfishness, more than our pride and more than our own stubborn ego.
Loving Him enough, indeed, to surrender and serve Him with all of our life
in every part.
And as we love Him more dearly, so in turn do we follow Him more nearly as
our character is shaped more like His. Thus in thought, in word and in deed,
in inner attitude of heart and outer display of action, we become more like
our Lord Jesus.
I was preaching to my current church this morning from Hebrews 12 about
how God disciplines His children. Why does He do this? Because He wants
to so grow our souls that whenever He hears us speak, or sees the thoughts
of our hearts, or watches us in action, He can say, "see, those are my
children. You can see the family likeness."
This then is my hope and my prayer for us at Hope.
Thank you again for this opportunity to serve amongst you. I will write again
soon for another edition of the Newsletter and share with you another of my
other great hopes for our time together. It is found in John 10:42...but that
is another message for another day. Blessings for now.
Your Pastor (Elect) Darren
Please allow me a footnote. It is with hearts full of gratitude to God - for love
of our Saviour Jesus Christ and our commitment to work with you that we
welcome you both into our midst. With your love and guidance we will
continue to be a family reaching out into the community.
‘Hope’ will be a ‘home’ - we will embrace all who come through her doors.
1st Welsh lesson = CROESO MAWR ! ‘A Big Welcome’.
We are now pastor and people, pulpit and pew - one in ministry. .
The two on the Emmaus road exclaimed so we say today with great
anticipation, ‘did not our hearts burn within us as He spoke with us on the
way’.
Rhonwen (Church Secretary)

I have been reading “Baptists Together” and am longing to share excerpts
with you. In her article “The Art of Hope” Christine Joynes explores how art
can inspire and bring new meaning to living reality.
The artist is Nicholas Mynheer who graciously gave me permission to use
the painting - as did the team at Baptists Together.

MARY EMBRACES JUDAS’ MOTHER
“Two mothers appear in the foreground bound together by grief. The
painting’s background reminds us why they are both grieving. Both have lost
their sons, whose respective ends are depicted in the top left and top right
hand corners.
Very different stories have brought them to the moment we see depicted
above. (entirely imaginary of course). Yet the artist calls upon his viewers to
place themselves into their respective positions.
To the artist’s eye this image speaks of forgiveness, of connectedness, of
mission. The artist engages with the Bible as a life-giving text which speaks
to our present context”.
Gospel truths become life enhancing blessings to us today.
Christine is at one with the artist
We have been invited many times – sometimes unknowingly, to stand in
another’s shoes, to decentre ourselves and see how the world might look
from a different angle – not from our angle but another‘s.

Isn’t that what the doctor and the nurse, the care worker and all who have
reached out to another human being have done? They have
compassionately walked in another’s shoes. Pre-covid – post Covid:
yesterday, today and forever – that is what we are asked to do. It is part of
the bedrock of our faith. Jesus listened intently, He saw every individual
need whenever, whoever and whatever the occasion, He had Compassion.
It’s the words of the person who visits us - ready to walk with us - talk with
us - share with us. He or she is the one who blesses us and encourages us
the most.
I ask you to look at the picture again. You might have dismissed it earlier.
Perhaps it was too modern – too obtuse – not your style.....
It matters not on all counts - what matters is the truth that it has captured.
By linking two women in need of each other’s consolation, understanding
and forgiveness at this moment of heart wrenching grief the artist can take
us, with them, along the road of reconciliation and love for our fellow man.
We can visualise the strength the two women give to each other. It is not of
themselves. It is of God who makes the impossible possible.
As we begin our day’s journey we know that what we cannot do He will do
for us. That is the greatest mystery of all – He is at our side within and
without - that is the promise He gave to each one of us. All we have to do is
‘see’ Him, ‘hear’ Him and ‘ask’ Him......
Meet me, O Christ, in this stillness of morning,
Move me, O Spirit, to quiet myn heart.
Mend me, O Father, from yesterday’s harms.
From the discords of yesterday, resurrect my peace.
From the discouragement of yesterday, resurrect my hope.
From the weariness of yesterday, resurrect my strength,
From the doubts of yesterday, resurrect my love.
Let me enter this new day, aware of my need,
And awake to your grace, O Lord. Amen.
Doug McKelvey

If I allow Jesus
to love me,
He will guide my walk,
He will permeate my heart
And the way I talk.
My inner softness He will surely unlock
His words not mine will be my rock.
It’s not about doing
It’s more about being.
His is the Way of helping and seeing.
By letting Him lead
It will be more freeing.
The more I witness the more I’ll be believing
Walking and talking
But more importantly,
Listening.

“There is a place where duty is replaced by delight, performance is
replaced with presence, self improvement is replaced by
transformation and fear is erased with favour.”
Ruth Chou Simons

Where is 2022 going to take you
Pastor David Dando emphasised on Sunday that we have choices.
Via video we were delighted to see and hear from our new pastor who
encouraged us to write down the names of those we will be praying for.
“Write it down”...
It’s easy to draw up a list of names but what about ourselves.
I am not talking New Year resolutions here. They come and go.
This is all about what you want to do – where you want to go.
First of all look back and give yourself 10/10 for getting through 2021. Now
ask yourself
1. What was the single most important thing you did for yourself last year.
2. Never mind what you started – what did you finish?
3. When did you feel you had made a difference to someone.
4.What do you want to carry on with? What do you want to stop doing?
5. What are you proud of?
Your honest answers may surprise you. I hope you see that you managed
to jump over the hurdles and met the obstacles; doing it afraid got it done.

Family News
Happy Birthday to BMS Birthday Scheme Members - February
1st
7th
9th
18th

Bethan Budd
Delyth Ware
Poppy Felts
Julie Brown

3rd
8th
16th

Phil Chamberlain
Keith Johnson
Vaughan Richards

Thursday February 3rd Church Meeting
Pulpit ministry
February 6th Family Service (Sermon by Mr Walter Holder)
13th Rev. Dai Davies.
20th Rev. Stephen Pare.
27th Mr. Christian Thomas.
As a family i.e. all who contribute to the momentum of the life of Hope
through prayer and in every other way too I am delighted that we have our
new pastor; sent to shepherd us into a new era of togetherness as we serve
each other and the community. (see Page 2.)
We are grateful to our Lord for answered prayer for Rosalyn Hogg who is at
present in Ward 4 at the Princess of Wales Hospital. Following an immediate
and successful procedure on Friday, Jan 28th Ros is doing well. We await
further decisions from her medical team. Please continue to pray for Ros
and for Phil too. We have been on the receiving end of their prayers when
we needed them – time to return the blessings and comfort of our prayers.
Friends have fallen down and picked themselves up with remarkable agility!!
Barbara Simmonds is an expert. One lady upon whom we depend for getting
this magazine out every month has fallen but is still not ready to run a
marathon – or even lift weights. I pray, selfishly that you will be 100% fit very
soon. (I’ll do my best Ed)
I am equally aware that visits to the hospital, doctor’s surgeries (??) and
clinics of every kind are fast becoming the highlights of everyone’s week.
It’s true! Ask Caryl and David, Jean Langdon and a host of others.
We mustn’t decry the NHS as they struggle against such odds – they really
are exhausted and frustrated. One note of warning, however, don’t guess at
a self diagnosis - not all ‘old wives tales are effective and true.
1. Chewing Gum stays in your stomach for seven years. No it doesn’t.
2. Coffee stunts your growth. (Where did that come from?)
3.Plucking grey hairs will make more grow. They come anyway possible!
4. Sitting too close to the tv ruins your eyes. – just temporary eyestrain.

5. “An apple a day keeps the doctor away”. This decades old saying from
Wales was originally “Eat an apple on going to bed and you’ll keep the
doctor from earning his bread”. They may have lots of vitamins but not
enough to prevent you from ever needing to see a doctor.
Hilary and Don are now settling in Pyle and keeping well. Brinley and Pat
are safe and well. Brinley has days that are difficult but he always turns to
His Lord, night and day. As do Brenda Cadogan, Marion and Ken Roberts,
Margaret Morton who have loving families to help each day. Adrienne gives
thanks for all the healing, prayer and peace she and Geoff are receiving.
Edward is amazed at the improvements he sees in Anita. Not all days are
good days but the mental achievements are so visible - such is the
determination in Anita to walk again. It is all a 6 year miracle - a turning to
God physically, mentally and spiritually by Anita and Edward - the blessings
are doubled daily as they take one small step at a time.
We hold Geoff Hopkin in prayer as he bears the pain and its resulting
weakness which has demanded so much of him for many years. Whilst his
physical strength is a challenge his complete trust in the goodness and
grace of His Lord breaks through like sunshine after rain. We do remember
you in our prayers, Geoff ; as you remember and give unceasing thanks for
your wonderful family and the ‘best neighbours ever’.
Mrs Dorothy Fear is well at ‘Heathfields’ Merthyr Mawr Road. She has a
faith that has carried her through many of the demands these latter years
have brought. She is a wonderful ambassador for Hope. Keep all your
positivity Dorothy – know that you are being prayed for. We have such
happy memories of days gone by – there are more to come.
Much has been asked of us in the past 6 years but we have remained strong
throughout. As we look around at congregations struggling like never before,
resulting in churches closing we can truly thank each other for keeping
close. Every single one of us has needed comfort and support - every one
of us has needed to know that our church doors have been open. (Open
since Easter 2021). We do understand how hard it is with Covid lurking
stealthily in the background. We pray that soon we will see a positive and
lasting decrease in its effects.
Whilst Covid was affecting the vulnerable elderly at its inception we are
finding that today the emphasis is just as great on the young; on their
education and the disruption of family life via home schooling. ... and to
Sunday’s cool. Please pray for our Sunday’s cool teachers who long to
see every child come back bringing their friends with them.
Eva’s prayer for all her family, friends and for herself. May you always have
God’s love to share: health to spare: and friends who care

WHAT’S OCCURRING!
BABIES AND TODDLERS.
Here are a group who have a very definite “roll over”. We all be-moan the
fact that children are not toddlers for long, we can get quite worried when
they have to leave Toddlers to go school. Couple that with the restrictions
of Covid and our team who run Babies and Toddlers could well hold their
breath. Back to ground Zero?
Suddenly new ones are walking up Station Hill and we are thrilled. They
have such a good time.

FOOD BANK has been open since February but they too have been limited.
They are eager to open the cafe area but have to wait a little longer. It will
happen.
They will be holding their Annual General Meeting for their staff and helpers
when plans will be made for an Open Day. (albeit with limited numbers of
invites due to Covid Regulations).
All the work of the past 2 years has resulted in them having room and easy
access to the donations. It all runs like clock-work due to the diligence and
generosity of everyone concerned.
We pray that the future will enable you to open up and follow some of the
plans that you are eager to employ for the benefit of those who are so much
in need.

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said,
People will forget what you did
But people will never forget how you made them feel”.
That must be so true of the work of all charities including our own Baptist
Missionary Society and the work of Christian Aid. They recognise and
uphold a human’s need for self worth, human dignity as well as physical
needs vital in order to keep the needs of body and soul together. Thank you
Hope for all the support you give to all our attending charities. The Bible
Society, The Leprosy Mission, MAAF, Christian Aid and many others
including our local charities.

Once again we are asked by an artist to look deeper into her painting.
The artist is a Dutch painter called Onneke Kaai.
She centres her thoughts on Psalm 22.
“God, God, ... my God! Why did you dump me miles from nowhere?
Doubled up with pain, I call to God all the day long. No answer. Nothing.
I keep at it all night, tossing and turning.
And you! Are you indifferent to it all, leaning back on the cushions of
Israel’s praise?”
And so she paints. Large arcs of red on a moody background of dark
colours of browns with an occasional touch of yellow.
The bent red shape of someone in deep sorrow suggests a question mark.
But see the light – shining in on the top right hand corner!
God is enthroned in light.
Earlier it appeared as if He had not heard.
Now the question mark transforms into the shape of a listening ear.
How beautiful is that? It is an experience we can share just by gazing at
the painting with all the assurance it has captured so skilfully.
Our Lord sheds His light into every dark corner – we are comforted.

A wake up call to one and all
Peter Marshall was Chaplin to the United States Senate. He was very fond
of saying that “spiritual reality is a matter of perception - not a proof. There
are some things that can never be proved”.
How can you prove something is as beautiful as a rose. Can you
demonstrate to me by logic or by reason or by intellect that the 5th
symphony of the moonlight sonata is the sound of heaven itself.
Can you prove by any method of intellect why a sunset takes your breath
away. God wishes us ‘ Good night’ - as only He can.
Explain to me scientifically the haunting fragrance of a simple bunch of
violets.
There are mysteries all around us their purity is unexplainable.
True love, in all its forms, has its own fragrance. I repeat, - It is a matter of
perception and experience not proof. The great things by which we really
live cannot be proven by logic but by life.
This is so true of us in finding God and learning how close He stands to
us.
Some people visit the Grand Canyon and all they see is a big ditch and so
they hurry on their way having missed one of the great wonders of God’s
creation.
What will it be like when we are able to take our masks off: when we are
out of the pandemic – when we gain control of our lives and make our
choices. Will we only see what we want to see and ignore the rest!
In the early days of space travel, a Russian cosmonaut came back to earth
and declared that he had looked for God in space and didn’t see him
anywhere. Dr. W.A. Chiswell gave the correct reply when he said, “Let him
step out of his space suit for one second and he’ll see God soon enough”.
We don’t have to wait that long.
Definitely some will doubt you but don’t doubt yourself.
Some will hate your mission, but don’t hate your vision.
Some will misunderstand you but learn to understand yourself.

You will definitely have many things to do, new places to go , new things to
see but mind which are the most important.
Here’s a good place to start. Easy does it.
See anew and acknowledge the beauty of familiar things.
That early morning cup of tea.
A little light exercise, nothing too strenuous.

A healthy lunch

A stroll in the park
Home for tea – enjoy the scones
A book, a cosy fire before bedtime and another cup of tea.

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins..
Pot luck supper at 5pm on Friday next. Prayer and medication to follow.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 pm. Please
use the back door.
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale .It’s a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
Thank you Jane (Tyre) you lightened our day
Why did you make spiders? Were you mad? Did you think they were cute
with all those legs? I respect you, but I don’t think spiders were your best
work. Unless you wanted us to live in fear, in which case, I say, “Mission
accomplished”. So asks a seven year old.

We don’t become addicts because our
brains are broken, but because they
are working properly. We are
designed to always want more.
Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not
change like shifting shadows. — James
1:17 Such lessons are learnt from a very
early age.

Please God will you help
my
Nanna
with
her
computer? She keeps
asking me the same
question over and over
again. It really is quite
awful. I am fed up.
Do you get the same
trouble?

Here we go again another storm Malik is battering its way and causing
devastation. What is happening – we are getting so many.
Arwen on November 25th. and Barra on December 12th.2021.
Earlier this year the Met Office asked us to send in name suggestions for
such bad weather and they received thousands. What name would you
have submitted?
Are you one of those people who love to watch a storm? They sidle up to
the very path of a hurricane hoping that they can run a little faster than the
monster.
What about men who walk to the edge of a bubbling volcano.
Men and women who pit their wits against Nature and challenge her.
They are intrepid adventurers and Bear Grylls is the top man. He is
incredible.
On 31st July 2003 he led a team of 5 across the North Atlantic Ocean in an
open ridged inflatable boat. They set out from Halifax Nova Scotia heading
for John o’ Groats, Scotland. On 5th August a great storm rose and they
found themselves battling against 100 foot waves. They soon lost satellite
contact but they survived.
Such adventurers show us the depths of human endurance.
I don’t want to be quite so challenged.
Do I even want life in the fast lane! Outside lane of the motorway or
inside? I don’t want a life that rubs me raw.
Taking things slowly isn’t always a bad thing.
We can admire the courage and tenacity of many but don’t forget the
battles and storms of life that you have endured and overcome.
Psalm 7 v 10 – 17

Set out!
You were born for the road.
Set out.
You have a meeting to keep.
Where? With whom?
Perhaps with yourself.
Set out!
Your steps will be your words –
The road your song,
The weariness your prayers..........
You were born for the road The pilgrims road.
Someone is coming to meet you –
Is seeking you
in the ‘shrine’ at the end of the road –
in the ‘shrine’ in the depths of your heart.
He is your Peace,
He is your Joy!
Go! God already walks with you.
Anon
It started at Bethlehem – Love came dressed in glorious human humility.
Just 33 years later Love returned heavenwards in all His Divine Glory,
entrusting Himself to us
Yes, He walks with us every step of the way.
What a journey this is,
+++
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OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE
For more information on any of our activities, please get in touch
with the contact shown.

TUESDAY:
Tuesday Prayer Group

9.30am

Mrs R Rowe

(01656) 654881

Tuesday@Hope

10.30am

Mrs M Johnson

(01656) 656346

Dr D. Ware

(01656) 662948

THURSDAY:
Babies & Toddler Group

9.30am

Prayer Meeting

7.00pm

SUNDAY:
Sunday’scool

10.30am

Morning Service

10.30am

WHO TO CONTACT AT HOPE
CHURCH CONTACT:

hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk

07866 746851

SECRETARY:

Rhonwen Miles

(01656) 654169

TREASURER:

Paul Evans

(01656) 661986

CARETAKER:

Seung Ho & Yun Hee Kang

(01656) 646911

Sally George

(01656) 668791

mag4hope@yahoo.com

Rhonwen Miles/
Pam Jones

USE OF PREMISES
&SAFEGUARDING

NEWSDESK:

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
(Church Meeting 010503)

We will EVANGELISE our community & beyond.
We will encourage people to become more Christ-like through
DISCIPLESHIP.
We are committed to meeting the needs of those inside & outside
our walls through MINISTRY.
We will value FELLOWSHIP, recognising that it is a divine gift to the
church.
We will come before the Lord in obedience to WORSHIP Him.
Hope Baptist Church operates a safeguarding children and
adults at risk policy

www.hopebridgend.co.uk
www.facebook.com/HOPE-BAPTIST-CHURCH-BRIDGEND
1699576150319699
Hope English Baptist Church Bridgend
Affiliated to the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) & South Wales
Baptist Association
Registered Charity: No. 1133067
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