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Here is water – what hinders thee… come and be baptised…
“He leadeth me beside the still waters – He restoreth my soul…”
A faith declared and a promise fulfilled.

Pastor's Study – The Servant King
“

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many”. (Mark 10:45)
We return to Mark’s Gospel after Peter has recognised the Christ (8:29)
but then refused to accept our Lord’s telling him that ‘the Son of Man must
suffer many things’ (8:31). For the remaining 81/2 chapters, Jesus will
teach the disciples what the Christ has come to do, and their role in His
mission.
The focal point of this teaching is expressed in this key verse, Mark 10:45
(above). Jesus is to give his own life as a ransom payment for all people
who repent and believe in His name. He will do this as an amazing act of
service, amazing because Jesus is the Son of God and is therefore more
deserving than any person on the planet of being served by all of us.
But Jesus is introducing the disciples and all of us to a very different set of
values. We are used to a hierarchy of status where people are subject to
their rulers and authorities, all of whom expect our subservience – they
‘Lord it over us’ (10:42). Jesus says this is not the way for Christian
people, instead, those who want to become great must serve others.
This is the first and greatest example of Servant Leadership, which
became a management strapline in the 1980s. It acknowledges that
leaders exist to serve the needs of their subordinates, as should be the
case with our political masters today.
Then and now, those aspiring to be leaders set out to compete with others
for the highest positions of power and influence. We will learn with the
disciples that we should not follow the world’s way, but should follow the
example of Jesus who relinquished all the selfish trappings of high office
and was instead the true Servant King.
He is still King of course, worthy in every way of our worship and
adoration. Let us all bow the knee before him always.

Pastor Robbie

Pastor's Diary: July 2019

Robbie and Phil at work for Wartime Bridgend (Rhonwen supervising in background)

We had a great day out with the Wartime Bridgend celebrations in the
town. I was a little concerned that we only had a few days to prepare but
Hope rose magnificently to the occasion; we were well noticed and much
appreciated by all.
Our baptistry repairs have been set back by
the need to get on and sort out our dry rot
problem before it encroaches on the main
church building. Please bear with the
essential disruption while this work is done
over the next few months.
The baptismal service is still on! We are still
hopeful that we will get the leaks fixed and
have some more candidates coming forward.
We pray on!
All blessings as always,

Pastor Robbie

Clues Across
1. Call me Mara (Ruth 2 v25)
5. ….. Of Angels
7. Judges Chapter 14
8. ….. the Lord and keep them
10. Scottish Stones of

Down
2. Pointed hand tool
3. Whom we serve
4. He lived 365 years
5. Songs of Praise
6. I am the seed of Abraham of the .....
Of Benjamin
11. Festival of Light
9. Changed his name to Paul
14. Do not worship a false ……
10. Wife of Abraham
18. King..... 1611
11. .... of Galilee
21. Hid by Rahab
12. In the year of
23. Took 30 pieces of silver
13. Banished to the Land of Nod
24. Joseph wore these
14. …. Comforter
26. 7th letter of Greek Alphabet
15. Large fish
27. Esau was this to Jacob
17. Our Redeemer
28. Rather damp declaration of faith
18. Another name for Abba
29. Pre-curser to rainbows
19. To Him be the glory …….dominion and
power
30. …. Screen
20. Very important Christian Festival
22. A fisher of men
25. ….up and follow
The above was compiled from scratch by a member. Who could it be?

SUMMERTIME
If I could have my life over again I would learn to have lots more
unadulterated, innocent fun. “What do you mean by that”? you ask.
Let me explain; too many teachers and life in general have taught me how
to be serious. If only more had taught me to be a bit more frivolous.
G.K. Chesterton wrote, “Angels can fly because they take themselves
lightly…solemnity flows out of men naturally” (pause and analyse). It takes
great discipline and balance to be frivolous when our society, our beliefs
and our politics wobble so visibly. Do we live our lives today on an
emotional roller coaster of hope and despair, .. hope and despair. We well
know that these days our circumstances change as often as a politician’s
platform. Continue G.K…”but laughter is a leap”.
I can think of no better time to address the balance between ‘grave
sobriety’ and ‘gaiety’ than at Summertime.
“Summertime, when the living is easy,
Fish are jumping and the cotton is high …....
One of these mornings you’re gonna rise up singing.
Yes, you’ll spread your wings and you’ll take to the sky.”
The words and music of this classic are evocative, they take us out of
ourselves, slow us down leaving us amazed that we are ‘at home’ in
Mother Nature’s nurturing arms. A factor that we can’t ignore is the way
she makes us laugh. People will pay hundreds of pounds and travel
millions of miles to see polar bears hurling themselves down snowy
hillsides headfirst and upside down, just for the fun of it! Spinner dolphins
love to play in the bow-wake, leaping into the air and spinning. Otters play
tag and a puppy just loves to snatch your slipper only to race around the
house and garden with you in tow. (Better that we ask, or watch David
Attenborough’s programmes for hundreds of such examples) Nature is full
of fun.
Here’s the wonder and the answer to our question, - “Does God have a
sense of humour? – does He ever have fun?”
You learn a lot about an artist by the work he
or she leaves behind. The personality of the
artist leaks through their work. God included!!
Fact is He is far more playful than we are.
Fact is He created playfulness and fun and
laughter and sheer joy. It’s a sobering thought
that we have to ask the question in the first
place.

All is infinitely telling of just how far we have strayed from the fun-loving
heart of God. .
God gave us our sense of humour. Do we think that Jesus wants to take it
away? With a very definite twinkle in His eye He tells Peter, who has been
confronted by the elders of His own village with a troubling question,
“Peter, I tell you what I want you to do....go and fish! He sends the
fisherman - fishing. Chill out, get some time out! No great words of
wisdom - just a confident smile. Jesus knows that God and Peter will work
it out – on the lake. I imagine Peter standing still, shocked, speechless
and Jesus smiling broadly ‘Go, Peter - oh, don’t forget to bring some fish
back for supper!”
Sometimes that is all it takes. Time out – real time out. Travel lightly, leave
guilt and responsibility behind and experience the fun and freedom of time
alone with God - He loves our ‘holiday time’ too.
Rhonwen

Month of Sundays…
7th July
DUTY
DEACONS

14th July
Mrs. Mary Johnson

Rev. Robin Samuel
Rev. Dai Davies
Reflections

AM

Joan Devera &
Delyth Ware

Madeleine Drew &
Eva Evans

PM

Mrs. G. Westrop in memory
of Barrie, Ken and Meg

Margaret Francis &
Rhyl Coleman

Alison Evans &
Nyfain Pugh

COMMUNION PM

Prep: Nyfain Pugh &
Pam Jones

Readers: July 7th Visiting Minister
14th Visiting Minister
21st Mr. Neil Jenkins
28th Mrs. Mary Johnson
Deacons’ Communion Rota
July 7th Rhonwen Miles/Margaret Francis
21st Maureen Turner/John Ware
Mary Johnson/Philip Hogg

21st July
DUTY
DEACONS

28th July

Rev. Robbie Hall

Rev. Robbie Hall

Paul and Alison Evans

Sunday’scool

AM

Enid James &
Pat Fairfax

Lynne Chamberlain &
Elaine Jenkins

PM

Mrs. Mary Johnson

Pam Jones &
Rosalyn Hogg

Margaret Francis &
Rhyl Coleman

COMMUNION AM

Prep: Irene & Clive
Griffiths
Women@Hope
9th
th

16

Mr. Geoff Grey
Last meeting

Month of Sundays…
4th August
DUTY
DEACON

11th August

Rev. Robbie Hall
(Baptismal Service)

Rev. Robbie Hall

Philip & Lynne Chamberlain

Adrienne & Jeff Haines

AM

NO TEAS

NO TEAS

PM

Mrs. Margaret Francis

NO TEAS

NO TEAS

COMMUNION PM
Prep: Delyth Ware

Readers: August 4th Mrs, Lynne Chamberlain
11th Mrs. Helen Hall
18th Mrs. Eva Evans
25th Mr. John Ware
Deacons’ Communion Rota
August 4th Maureen Turner/John Ware
18th Margaret Francis/Rhonwen Miles
Philip Hogg/Paul Evans

18th August

25th August

Mrs. Margaret Francis

Rev. Robbie Hall

Rev. Robbie Hall

Pat and Ron Fairfax

Clarice Fewkes

NO TEAS

NO TEAS

NO TEAS

NO TEAS

COMMUNION AM
Prep: Rosalyn Hogg
Answers to Crossword
Across
1. Naomi 5. Hosts 7. Honey 8. Bless 10. Scone 11. Hanukah
14. Jew 16. Idol 18. James 21. Spy 23. Judas 24. Robes
26. Eta 27.Twin 28. Baptise 29. Ark 30. Read
Down
2. Awl 3. IHS 4. Enoch 5. Hymns 6. Tribe 9. Saul 11. Hills
12. AD 13. Nod 14. Job 15. Whale 17. Jesus 18. Jehovah
19. Majesty 20. Easter 22. Peter 25. Rise

There will be no Prayer Meetings in August

FAMILY NEWS
Happy Birthday to BMS Birthday Scheme Members - July
4th

Bob Rowe

st

Gemma Felts

st

Clive Griffiths

21
31

8th
th

29

Judith Howells
Jean Langdon

August Birthdays
10th Margaret Francis
21st Mike Weldon
31st

Maureen Turner

As in every home harmony and growth grows best when a healthy balance
between relationships and the practicalities of living are achieved. This is
true most especially in this our spiritual ‘home’ – here at Hope.
We are ever concerned and pray continually for our members for all their
varying needs. We help as best we can where time permits and
confidences allow.
Practicalities. Administration has become increasingly more legislative;
we strive to follow all the rules that are being drawn up by the Baptist
Union thus enabling us to be fully aware of the vulnerability of so many
attending our services. Safeguarding is a challenge but an essential
element for us.
Did I use the words ‘healthy balance’? June brought us new challenges
demanding our urgent attention as we look at the fabric of our building.
Scaffolding points to the restoration of our windows, the organ needs a full
overhaul and our caretakers’ cottage needs restorative work done. We
stride out in faith – ours is a faith that overcomes every obstacle.
As members we give a special thanks to our Building Team who have
worked so hard preparing for the contractors. We who are older can but
pray and thank God for His guidance as we seek to address our problems
in their entirety – even as we pray for all workmen who serve us and Our
Lord. They work to ensure that our buildings are in good repair for the next
generation. I say a special thank you to our ever hardworking and patient
caretakers. Their willingness to adapt to pressures right now amazes us.
Amos 9 v14. “They will re-build the ruined cities and live in them , they will
make gardens and eat their fruit.” Hope is ‘a city set on a hill’ - she has a
beautiful garden and we will eat of her ‘spiritual fruits’. (Thank you again

to Seung Ho and Mary and all who keep the plants and grass in good
order) With structural work completed, hopefully during the next 4 months, we will
be ready come Autumn to open our doors in new and exciting ways. Our
pastor has met many in our community and great inroads have already
been made as we prepare for the Food Bank. We will welcome the new
Mayor of Bridgend, Mr. Alan Watham as he is installed into his role as
Mayor. His service will take place on September 29th at 3pm. Yes,
outreach is firmly in place – in this we support our pastor.
Balance = Relationships…We look to ‘our own’ as we walk beside them.
Mrs Irene Davies is still at The Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend. She
has a great sense of peace as she submits to God’s care and plans for her
future. We are praying for you, Irene – God is at your side every hour of
the day and night.
This has been the experience for Rev Mike Weldon and Pam as Mike gets
stronger. He misses us and we miss them both. You have given us so
much of your faith – now it is time for you both to receive from the whole
fellowship. You are prayed for with love and gratitude.
Mr Derek Lyddon continues with his treatment. May healing come in time
bringing a great sense of God’s presence in its wake.
We are thankful for answered prayer for Jean (Richards) who is recovering
from heart surgery. At present she is staying with her daughters, in Bristol.
We miss you, Jean. You have been a great witness to all who have nursed
you back to health. God has shone through … take all our prayers for you
are loved.
I am very conscious that this is a double issue. For Derrick King these
next two months will be challenging. It has been a time of great frustration
for his medical team as all treatment had to be stopped – a frustration that
we all feel; would that we had physical resources to combat this ravaging
disease. But he fights on and it is a joy to see him in church. He is getting
one accolade after another. Bridgend Council will be presenting him with
a Civic Award in July. We delight in this achievement. Derrick has served
Bridgend with such fervor and diversity of interests for many, many years.
With so many relying on faith and good medical care to keep them
buoyant we pray that the coming summer sunshine will speak of a Lord
who truly balances all things counteracting pain and solitude with love and
Christian Fellowship. Hope prays and values each of your prayers in
return.

WHAT’S OCCURRING!
DEACONS’ MEETING - 31st July
SUNDAY’SCOOL NEWS
Congratulations to Christine and Conor on winning their red and blue belts
in karate; to Issy for her success in her dancing and to Mel and Issy for
coming third in the parent/daughter group. We will be thinking of Leah
when in August she will have her GCSE results. We will be finishing
Sunday’scool at the end of July until the 1st September when we shall
return refreshed and pray that all the children will return too.
Pam Jones
CHRISTIAN AID
Many thanks to all who supported Christian Aid Week and to those who
attended the United Christian Aid Serivce on the evening of May 12th, held
this year at Hope. The total from our church envelopes and the offering
taken at that service was £688 which was wonderful. The annual Christian
Aid “Songs of Praise” will be held at 6pm on 21st July in Bridgend United
Reform Church, Tondu Road.
In view of the planned repairs and refurbishment downstairs in the Church,
it’s been decided that we postpone our soup lunch until the autumn. The
date will be announced nearer the time. Once again, thank you very much
for your support and please continue to pray for the work of Christian Aid.
Delyth Ware
JULY 11th Churches Together Group meeting, Nolton Church Hall at
7.30pm.
Proof that the churches of our town are working together each year comes
with the events mentioned, including an International night at The
Evergreen Hall. Please attend as many of these events as you are able.
There is much need in our world today of our supportive giving and
compassionate prayer.
THE NATIVITY
There is a meeting on Wednesday, 3rd July at Tabernacle. School
Brochures are ready and so if anyone with a school connection could
please attend to pick one up to give to the appropriate person.
Saturday, July 13th A unique collaboration: Stuart Townend, Cambrensis
Choir and Orchestra present at St David’s Hall an evening of praise and

worship. Please see Ron Fairfax who would be happy to arrange for
tickets to be made available for you.
BMS
28th July our Link Missionaries from Chad, Andrea and Mark Hotchkin, will
be visiting us for the morning service
Hannelie
Irene (Griffiths) who is our BMS representative for BMS Birthday Scheme
was delighted to receive a letter - part of which we quote,
“We particularly appreciate the partnership of Hope Baptist Church in the
Birthday Scheme as you were one of the higher giving churches last year.
Your church is in the top 100 churches out of around 900 churches taking
part in the scheme. Well done and thank you to everyone who shares in
this ministry…“ Suzanne Linnell. (Supporter Care Co-ordinator)
Our thanks go to Irene (and Clive) for their diligence in reminding us via
birthday cards and doing all the considerable amount of follow up work.
Irene writes, ”I am able to take new members. I pray that this letter will
spur you on. Please let me know your date of birth – a card from you to
BMS can help perform medical miracles. Thank you all for your giving”.
Irene
Our Pastor’s sermons are now available on-line.
We owe Steve and Sally a huge debt of gratitude as we lean on their
expertise in the field not only of technology but of their heartfelt concerns
re: Safeguarding and GDPR. We older members are ‘drowning’ in the
complexities of this society’s requirements but feel safe in the
knowledgeable hands of them both.
We pray that ‘sermon listening’ will strengthen even further our family ties.
May God bless this ministry in church and in the homes of many.
Technology can capture and link us in that intimacy of faith, enjoyed by
God’s family world wide.
To be able to listen to our Pastor preaching each Sunday will be such a
blessing – Please contact Steve with all your technical queries.

From this to this….
Dare I draw your attention to some listed essentials of summer??
30 Super fun products essential for summer. The internet runs a mock!
1. Floral drinking straws (super cheap)
2. A sandless beach mat. The woven polyurethane filters out sand. £55.
3. A Back yard Zip-line Kit.
Only £200.
4. Wireless floating Pool Speaker. A cool £400.
5. BBQ Dining Boat.
£39,444. (see above!)
(I think the one amongst you who buys this should share it/rent it out).
Better stop right here as I’ve run out of money!
Back to the simpler things of life – and thrift.
Stems of mint placed in water will produce roots in a week. Plant them on
into pots as mint spreads like wildfire. It is so versatile, it keeps flies away.
Foil – can be a good funnel. Use it to cover door knobs before painting.

Places of Recognition.
Life holds many uplifting surprises that cheer us on our way. Such
surprises are not of our making, they are gifted by a Lord who delights in
that intensely personal moment. Last month it was Mother Nature who set
the scene. We return with an eagerness to know where else is God’s
chosen Place of Recognition - when and where did heaven open her doors
– when did God call you by name? “Here I am….”
Christine Burn remembers one moment well. She was in Bridgend
hospital. In the bed opposite was a lady called Enid Harman. Enid’s
visitors came and prayed for her openly. Looking on, Chris remembers
asking herself ‘Who is praying for me as I face my operation”? A moment
of recognition and need. IT brought her to Hope where she has shared
prayers and love for us all. Chris has never looked back.
Several others who attend Prayer Meeting regularly were hard put to
isolate on moment! Their coming to a Place of Recognition was nurtured at
home by parents who ‘took them to church’.
“It was what we did in those days” says Jean Langdon who has been in
Hope for well over 60 years. Several say Amen to that slow but clear
indication in our lives that God, from childhood, was in their ‘very bones’.
Baptism was a natural subsequence, a public profession of that truth.
To isolate and reminisce on those better moments of life’s experiences is a
good thing. Why do we insist on remembering the hard times? Probably
because they have had the more lasting of consequences on our lives.–
hurt, illness and bereavement. But in their wake the best of moments have
shone out too.. These are to be remembered for they are like Power
Houses – they invigorate, restore and renew faith, a faith that never really
left us. There are as many places of recognition as there are Christians.
This month’s Place of Recognition begs
for the image of Hope itself. We love the
place, O God, wherein Thy honour
dwells”
We never underestimate the power of
Christian Friendship and Fellowship.

Hope Baptist Church
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OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE
For more information on any of our activities, please get in touch
with the contact shown.
MONDAY:
Bible Study

7.30pm

Mrs. M. Denning

(01656) 767381

TUESDAY:
Tuesday Prayer Group

9.30am

Mrs R Rowe

(01656) 654881

Tuesday@Hope

11.00am

Mrs M Johnson

(01656) 656346

WEDNESDAY:
“Busy Fingers” Group

2-4.30

Mrs. H. Hall

(01656) 224015

THURSDAY:
Baby & Toddler Group

9.30am

Dr. D. Ware

(01656) 662948

Prayer Meeting

7.30pm

SUNDAY:
Sunday’sCool

10.30am

Morning Service

10.30am

Evening Service

6.00pm

WHO TO CONTACT AT HOPE
CHURCH CONTACT:
CHURCH PASTOR:

hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk

07866746851

Rev. Robbie Hall

07866746851

SECRETARY:

Rhonwen Miles

(01656) 654169

TREASURER:

Paul Evans

(01656) 661986

CARETAKER:

Seung Ho & Yun Hee Kang

(01656) 646911

Sally George

(01656) 668791

mag4hope@yahoo.com

Rhonwen Miles/
Pam Jones

USE OF PREMISES
&SAFEGUARDING

NEWSDESK:

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
(Church Meeting 010503)

We will EVANGELISE our community & beyond.
We will encourage people to become more Christ-like through
DISCIPLESHIP.
We are committed to meeting the needs of those inside & outside
our walls through MINISTRY.
We will value FELLOWSHIP, recognising that it is a divine gift to the
church.
We will come before the Lord in obedience to WORSHIP Him.
Hope Baptist Church operates a safeguarding children and
adults at risk policy

www.hopebridgend.co.uk
Hope English Baptist Church Bridgend
Affiliated to the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) & South Wales
Baptist Association
Registered Charity: No. 1133067
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