July/August 2022

Majestic and purposeful our ship of life and faith prevails against
the storms and anchors in tranquil water

Coffee Pots & Traffic Lights

I recently spoke about the infamous occasion I bought a new coffee machine
and tried to use it without water in the tank. It didn't work. You need water
for a coffee machine and you need faith, joy, peace and strength to live the
Christian life, and sometimes we can feel that our tank is running low on
those too.
The other thing I mentioned was the extraordinary number of traffic lights in
Bridgend. Where I used to live in Kent we had just two sets. Here we seem
to have set in every road and every 100 yards. According to Google,
Leicester has the most traffic lights of any UK town, with Southampton
possibly not far behind. Meanwhile Stafford once claimed to have the most

traffic lights per square mile. I would urge Bridgend Council to contact
Guinness World Records and contest both those claims!
However, sitting at traffic lights (which one does a lot whilst driving around
Bridgend) has made me ponder why our spiritual tanks often run low. Could
it perhaps be to do with the choices and decisions we make? Like the traffic
lights, do we need to run a Red, Amber, Green process over our lives?
I suggested to the congregation that they should take a few minutes of quiet
prayer to reflect on their lives and to ask God to 'nudge them' by His Holy
Spirit. In particular that each of us should ask God is there....
A Red Light. Something in my life
that I need to Stop doing (or saying
or thinking)?
An Amber Light. Something in my
life that isn't necessarily wrong, but
has got out of hand, or is assuming
too high a priority? Is there
something I need to cut back on?
A Green Light. Is there something
(helpful) that I know I should be
doing, that God has given me a green light on, but that I have failed to start
or continue with?
Aim for just one thing in each category, and then commit before God to
sorting each one out over the next 30 days.
Often that is all it takes – one thing to stop, one thing to reassess, one thing
to start – and suddenly our tank starts to fill-up again.
Why not give it a go yourself?
Meanwhile, in Beverley, West Yorkshire, one of Britain’s most chaotic road
junctions has 42 (yes, FORTY-TWO) sets of traffic lights. In October 2015
all of them failed, at the same time. The result, all the traffic flowed freely
and the jams disappeared. I rest my case.

Do you feel like celebrating - something!! - anything!!!
No birthdays to celebrate? No weddings to go to? What now… ?
Here’s a little help
July 12th is National Simplicity Day.
July 13th is National Fries Day.
July 14th. is National Pandemonium Day *

(I found this image a week ago!! )
July 18th. Is World Listening Day.
July 20th. is World Moon Day (Man landed on the moon July 20th 1969 –
53 yrs ago)
July 21st. is National Junk Food Day. *
July 24th. is National ‘Tell an old joke Day’.
“Why don’t crabs donate to charity?” “Because they’re shellfish!!”
July 30th. is Paperback Book Day.
I’m assuming that you will be exhausted celebrating the above so are
suitably relieved to know that August is a much quieter month.
The month stands for regaining strength – recuperation and relaxation.
Have a wonderful month.

What images spring to your mind as you recall, momentarily, the days of
Lockdown, courtesy of the Covid pandemic.
Is it an image of people clapping for the NHS? I hope so.
Could it be the memories of the litany of figures and graphs which dominated
every news bulletin.
One person’s image was summed up quite simply in one word ‘windows’
People were leaning out of their windows or standing or sitting – just gazing
out because we were all imprisoned behind our own closed doors. Holding
our phones or just hugging endless mugs of tea or coffee - we were stuck.
Perhaps we were too engrossed in that imposed isolation to realise fully what
had been brutally taken away from us. Truth is we had been stripped bare of
two vital elements in any individual’s existence - freedom of choice and the
control we have as we live life in its shadow.
Fast track to today we have had our freedom back, the closed door is wide
open and we are free to roam. But are we? The long-term legacy of Covid
has created for us an environment where officialdom and circumstances, not
dreamt of before - where people in power suddenly make vital decisions, for
good or bad ‘on our behalf’ and thereby dictate our lives.
I repeat myself - when choice and control are both taken away it is ominous.
When both are given to people in power it can be dangerous.
Both are great truths. For down the years the same headlines scream out:
“We need to get the right people in power” “We need justice to be seen to be
done” “What about climate change?” - today they come in bolder print.
Oh! I have left one headline out. “A new era of prosperity is coming”.
Really? Do we really believe that when we fill up at the petrol station, pay
our energy bills or buy our usual groceries? Prosperity is on it’s way?
Why is this happening? Surely because we are trying to process life with
Covid Brainpower - in other words with ‘trauma’ brain power. We have been
knocked sideways. Will we ever recover enough equilibrium to survive?
Everyone of us, overwhelmed by our lack of personal resources to solve all
our problems cry out for help, for strength from someone, somewhere, at
some point. None of us get it right all the time. There is an end to that human
road but then who do we go to?
Don’t we all want to be sure that we are strong enough to survive through
any storm. It isn’t enough to be optimistic for a couple of days. Life can be

harsh it can disappoint us, there are many things we don’t understand.
Promises are broken, appointments are cancelled, very often nobody gives
you an answer and also half of them were not even listening to your problem.
As for God, people are quick to blame, quick to ask “where is He. Is He
here, is He listening to me. All this is resulting not in a tsunami towards
God it’s a tsunami away from Him. You can excuse it by calling it weariness
of spirit - or even be brave enough to say I couldn’t care less, it’s all about
me now. Such an attitude is real and all too prevalent. it’s a terminal,
spiritual, disease. No one is picking up the prescription, if they do the
medication is rarely taken. “I just want a quiet life”.
What is so difficult about all of this? God asks us to fight. He knows the
danger of us living in our Comfort Culture. He sees us wanting everything
quickly, same day delivery… we only have to press a button. We would
survive in a box if we had to - there’s no need to roam! - just surf the net.
I am as guilty as the next person. Why do I visibly huff and puff when Google
takes an extra 30 seconds to find something? Why do I get impatient when
my phone takes ages to open up.
God asks us to live - not just exist and that involves fighting for the good of
ourselves and our neighbour.
The best thing to do when we are overwhelmed is to stop. August will give
us an opportunity to do just that. We do need to catch our breath just as long
as we pick up the prescription and take the medicine. Innermost strength and
healing will flood back into every aspect of life.
When Paul announced with fighting spirit to the Ephesians that “Jesus is in
charge of running the universe, no power is exempt from his rule”. Rome
ruled the known world and Christianity was nothing - just a tiny little sect of
a tiny ancient religious group. History tells you who fought the hardest and
who won the day.
Have a great summer. Come home to Hope ready to support Darren’s calling
and ministry.
We know what blessing is - treasure it for it is priceless.
Rhonwen

FAMILY NEWS
Happy Birthday to BMS Birthday Scheme Members - July
4th

Bob Rowe

8th

Judith Howells

21st

Gemma Felts

29th

Jean Langdon

st

Clive Griffiths
21st

Mike Weldon

31

August Birthdays
10th Margaret Francis
31st Maureen Turner

Our Pastor, Rev Darren Blaney will be taking our services during July and
August.
We are already being blessed by his bible based preaching of God’s word.
Sunday by Sunday and in Prayer Meeting on a Thursday, we are being
comforted yet challenged as we seek to follow our Lord, wading, as we are,
through the secular turmoil that is all around us.
CHURCH MEETING
July 21st. No Prayer Meeting in August.
DEACONS’ ROTA
July
Lynne Chamberlain and Rhonwen Miles
August Maureen Turner and John Ware
COMMUNION ROTA Phil Hogg and Lynne Chamberlain
TEA ROTA
July
3rd Nyfain Pugh and Mary Johnson
10th Rhyl Coleman and Sue Girdlestone
17th Lynne Chamberlain and Elaine Jenkins
24th Delyth and John Ware
31st Enid and Gary James
August
7th Pat and Ron Fairfax
14th Rhonwen Miles and Pam Jones
21st Yvonne and Eric Matthews
28th Joan and Manny DeVera
FLOWER ROTA - July
3rd Steve and Sally George
10th Mary Johnson
17th Mary Johnson
24th Paul and Alison Evans
31st Mary Johnson

August
7th Phil and Lynne Chamberlain
14th Adrienne Haines
21st Pat and Ron Fairfax
28th Mary Johnson

I want to start Family News by answering a very pertinent question asked of
me “Now that Darren is here what are you up to?” Is that a rhetorical
question, I ask? Do you really want to know? Who said, “Not really!!”
The answer will be more in the form of an explanation why both June and
this July/August issues were late. Three things happened in perfect
succession:1.I celebrated my 80th birthday wonderfully - with my family in Los Angeles.
2.I returned home with the June magazine needing to be updated before
going to print.
3.A much anticipated and blessed Induction was on the doorstep It was a
joy to us all. Practicalities were duly arranged (minus a rugby ball which
was to compliment the rugby shirt that Tracey had bought Darren - now
gifted with love) I thank everyone who helped make it a memorable service.
You will have noticed that the weeks following Induction gave us wonderful
summer growing weather. Welsh sunshine and Welsh rain proved a perfect
combination for roses and dandelions. Seriously, to my delight all the hard
work I had put in last year resulted in flowers and shrubs popping up again
– my garden was happily doing its own thing! Well ... I have to give it some
TLC from time to time – in appreciation!!
Planning has always been a must, not just for gardeners who know the
importance of finding the right plant for the right spot. If we get it right the
plant thrives, giving its neighbour a breezy wave of appreciation. There has
to be a life lesson there for us all.
Darren is deep into planning for the months to come. With no prayer
meeting in August we plan for the work ahead. As a painter stands back to
evaluate and regain perspective, so we will be praying and setting our sites
on our church life – our church family.
What a joy to welcome Alfie John Ware a
little boy who has brought delight and joy to
Delyth and John Ware - proud grandparents
who will have the joy of nurturing him
alongside Jessica and Stephen proud, proud
parents. Our congratulations and love reach
out to each of you

Eva Evan’s 100th Birthday was celebrated in
style as cards, love and prayers flooded in. We
were so glad that Eva’s health improved
enabling her to enjoy the well deserved visits
and accolades. Hope will always reach out to
you in love, Eva. Our gratitude is hopefully as
evident as it is sincere; that we share faith is
our biggest gift to each other.
Prayer is by far the largest part of that gift. This
past month we have been deep in prayer for
Phil Hogg who will have to undergo much
treatment and surgery in the weeks to come. We pray too for his wife,
Rosalyn, who is herself facing the challenges of health. Both are champions
of prayer – our prayers can but cushion their faith as our Lord heals and
keeps them strong.
It is good to know that Clarice is home from hospital. May you find the
reserves of faith and energy that have been your bedrock these many years,
Clarice.
Our concerns reach out to Rev. Mike Weldon and Pam. Mike is home from
hospital needing care to manage his condition. Much is being asked of Pam
as she is bearing the responsibility. We ask our Lord to send the right people
in to help with the needs of both.
We are aware of the challenges that face you, Edith (Hughes). You have
given so much to so many, now it is your turn to receive the loving care of
family and friends as you regain strength in Bryn-y-Cae. We can feel the
assurance of faith as we see you putting your needs before our Lord in
prayer. We send you our prayers, trusting in a Father who sees and hears
us in our innermost being.
We have been concerned because Alistair Duthie was taken into hospital
on Wednesday, July 6th for observation. Alistair is still in hospital today (July
8th). We keep him covered in prayer and Angela too. We pray earnestly for
improved health for you both.
We reach out to all who are waiting for operations and enduring the pain of
hurting joints with practised patience. We also remember the long term care
that many are offering to family and friends.
This month we have been aware of the health of Gloria, Vaughan Richards’
wife. We are so relieved to know that there is a measure of improvement in
Gloria’s health.

We all thank Mel, Neil and family for making Ludmilla’s stay in Bridgend
such a loving and welcoming experience. Their understanding of Ludmilla’s
needs were second to none. Those needs have drawn her back to Poland.
We pray for her as she faces the traumas, yet to be, as she re-unites with
her family and friends.
Thank you again, Mel, yours was a decision prompted by our Lord. You
followed His bidding - Matt 25 v35 - “when I was a stranger you took me in.
V40 Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me”.
We are sad and yet thankful to our Lord for the faithful life of Mr Donald
Norman Thomas. Sad because Don passed away peacefully on 25th June one day short of his 90th birthday. He had his devoted wife Hilary, his son
Darral and Anna at his side. Their care of him has been exemplary.
Hilary wishes to share with us the words she wrote on the cross of white
blooms,
“To darling Don, a wonderful, caring husband and father. Your wisdom,
strength and purpose; your loving words and gentle ways - these are not
forgotten but still live on in the memories of happy days ‘till we meet again.
Together in Jesus. Hilary, Darral, Shelley and Caroline”.
His work ethic – he became under manager in Ocean colliery, in the Garw
Valley, was his faith ethic. As a member of the choir and a deacon his many
talents enriched and enlivened our family life within the fellowship here at
Hope for many, many years.
Hilary wishes to thank everyone for their wonderful, prayerful kindness.
We in turn assure her of our love and support as she regains her strength
and enjoys better health in the coming years.
This is how it has always been. We have had many needs, much joy and
always a thread of awareness that God is in our midst. His presence has
sustained us as we have lived in this beautiful world. Each season has
brought us new blessings, summer doesn’t disappoint.
Long summer walks amongst the trees,
No cars no movement - Nature breathes.
We see her beauty everywhere.
For God is clothed in rich array.
He bids us now to stop awhile
For ease of mind and warmth of smile
Whilst catching the breeze, Mother Nature sings ...
“How great thou art”

The Thanksgiving Service
Of the military prowess and ministry
of
Colonel, the Reverend
“Robbie” George Russel Hall, QGM
Will be held at
Hope Baptist Church
Station Hill Bridgend CF31 1EA
On
SATURDAY, 23RD July at 2pm

Hope welcomes each one of you as we acknowledge a unique military giant
who, with the essence of humility, disciplined faith and love became our
pastor. His ministry was far too short but his legacy lives on, in and through
so, so many.
Light refreshments will be served after the service.
I am confident in writing the following on the same page for we will be
arranging times and places for us to embrace even more fully in these
troubled times the ministry of our new pastor Rev Darren Blaney.
I envisage Darren and Robbie meeting and embracing one another as
brothers in Christ.
Just look at their photographs, both have the smiling, confident persona, the
euphoria, of brothers called to minister the good news of Jesus Christ. We,
at Hope have been richly blessed. A reassurance from Robbie and a smile
of gratitude from Darren as we all embrace the verse,
“For I know that I have plans for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.
Please come as we thank our Lord for a life lived abundantly – to the full –
the life of Robbie Hall.
We are very mindful to pray for Helen as she sets her sails for a new
adventure with her family in New Zealand. We thank her for all that she gave
us. Her strength of character and her care as we carried them both through
the worst of times.

Children's Talks at Hope BC
Some may say it is a little odd to be doing children's talks in the
morning services when there aren't any children present! So just to
explain, there is an old adage in ministry “It wasn't raining when Noah
started building the Ark!” And if you think about it, if he had waited for
it to start raining before he began building, it would have been far too
late. In the same way, doing a children's talk each week is both a
reminder and a statement of faith that we long and expect there to be
a day when children and younger families are present every week in
our worship.
So whether you enjoy the Children's Talk or not, please use it as a
reminder to pray for children, young people and families to be added
to our church.
Pastor Darren

We give due thanks to the teachers of Sunday’scool, teaching is never
easy. They may not have this problem:- One school measures how far
each car is from the lines, issuing nasty notes to those who don’t park
perfectly. At another, teachers have to back into their parking spots each
day (like teachers on their way into work don’t have enough to worry about
already). And don’t try to get chatty in the parking lot at this school: “Our
principal said staff couldn’t talk in the parking lot, like everyone does when
they are arriving for work or leaving at the end of the day. She felt it would
look like teachers were talking about her” Maybe they are with rules like
that,.
Jan

Oh for the freedom of the great outdoors. I am equally
sure that we have all had our dreams of sailing away
into the sunset. It’s a sure thing that reality is quite a
different matter.
To begin with how do we start to find a boat and look
after it. How do we get it ready for sailing. A couple
called Adam and Emily, along with Tiny the cat, having decided that
chasing dolphins was far more exciting than chasing promotions.
After working longer and longer hours building the company he had
started in London and spending all his salary on the commute, he was
utterly disillusioned. Adam wanted to sail around the world. Emily was also
frustrated in her teaching job. They were both of one accord, excited to
start a new adventure. I hasten to say they were in their 30s. I would’ve felt
awful if they said they were in their 80’s. Mind you I can still accommodate
some small adventures! Where to start? Always a good question.
This is what Adam and Emily offer as basic advice. This is how they got the
boat ready. Looks like the best advice for any journey really.
1.Get some proper training. To skipper your own boat you need
qualifications; there are sailing courses to be had.
To begin with you can take a Competent Crew Course which will enable
you to be a useful member on
board.
2. You’ll learn to tie endless knots –
work the lines – steer the boat and
how to tie the boat to the dock
safely. Here’s another important
lesson If you have no sailing
experience at all you will need to
adapt and be prepared to follow
orders from the captain.! If voices
are raised in intense situations – be
prepared to roll with it. All will be well.

Actually, living the dream makes you want to share it, to get others on
board. You never know they might be wonderful cooks or be able to dive
and catch the fish.
There’s always a need for a reference point but you can always turn to the
handbook which should always be at the ready. Today it is called the
‘University of YouTube’.
For the majority of us this is all a dream and yet we can exact in small
measure the thrill of the new adventure and excitement as we sail into
fresh waters whatever the vessel, whatever the dream.
We have a handbook that tells us what to
do in the storms how to repair things
when they go wrong. How to keep calm
when the squalls swallow up our
confidence. I guess the sea was calm on
this day. Is he actually asleep in that
hammock at that height?
If you don’t want to be hoisted to the top of the mast – in sailing reality I
am sure Gareth James will do that for us. And I’m sure Vaughan can crawl
under the engine for hours to replace the worn out pipe. Coming down
to earth we can always turn to the man or woman who has the know how
and the experience.
I say welcome aboard HMS ‘Hope’. We are busy scrubbing the decks right
now, planning the course, welcoming everyone on board. By the way the
captain at this moment is in his cabin wondering why on earth he brought
a rugby ball on board!!
Safely home for rest ... until the morning.

WHAT’S OCCURRING!
CHRISTIAN AID
Many thanks to all who supported the Christian Aid Week Appeal. As a
church we raised £785 to send to Christian Aid. Thank you also to all who
attended the united service in Tabernacl on 18th May. It was good to
worship and have fellowship once again with Christians from other
churches. Thank you once again for your faithful and generous support of
the work of Christian Aid. God bless
Delyth
LEPROSY MISSION/Tuesday@Hope and an unashamed plea for money!!
PLEASE DON'T SKIP READING!
On Tuesday, July 5th, we had a truly blessed visit from Trevor Grant,
Regional Rep for the Leprosy Mission. His talk shed much new light on the
problems of leprosy and the rejection faced by sufferers. One lady, whose
husband's family forced him to leave her, said "Leprosy crushed my body,
but abandonment crushed my soul” . Another young lady with ambitions to
become a doctor had to have a leg amputated because her family would not
take her to hospital. So very sad when leprosy is so easily cured. Now the
money part! The hospital at Purila in Katmandu, Nepal has a brilliant
research facility, internationally recognised. Dr. Indra has devised and
perfected a method of taking patient's blood, separating the white cells in a
centifruge and making a "paste" from them. This is then applied to the
patient's ulcerated skin which then heals in 7 weeks as opposed to the
normal 7 months or more - brilliant!! BUT following the earthquakes back in
2015 the lab buildings have been seriously damaged and will fail to pass the
next government inspection. New buildings are urgently required or the work
will have to stop. CAN YOU HELP PLEASE? Any donations can be sent
directly to Leprosy Mission (and gift aided) or I will be delighted to pass on
anything you could give. THANK YOU SO MUCH. God bless
Mary J.

The blending of every colour of the rainbow - harnessing their beauty, detail
and perfume; to bring each to life with her paints begs a talent that our own
Rosalyn (Hogg ) has in abundance. She has shared it with us, raising much
money for the Bible Society.
She paints with the eye of her faith. Right now we pray for her and Phil.
You will be able to see more of her paintings in church – enjoy them as
you have coffee and come to our church services.

We started with a note of Celebration – a party! We will end by planning a
feast – outdoor or indoors – it matters not.
You can’t have a summer celebration without a picnic.
(Don’t despair – if it rains bring on Plan B and have a Picnic on the floor with cloth – watching a favourite movie. I wonder how many of you men
have watched the new Top Gun Movie ‘Maverick’ – dream on...
Not ham sandwiches again? Try...
1. Top favourite – following our Induction tea – courtesy of Nyfain and Jaqui)
Cream cheese, best cranberry conserve (sauce) and black grapes.
2. Egg and cress are always favourites.
3. Chicken and smashed avocado baps.
4. Fish finger hot dogs. Who cares if we have to stay in ‘cos of the rain.
5. New potato salad.
6. Quiche or pizza.
7. Instead of sausage rolls try chicken and bacon filling.
Scones with strawberries and cream, of course.
(savoury ones are good too with cream cheese and chives)
Not a modern day one – why not?
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OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE
For more information on any of our activities, please get in touch
with the contact shown.

TUESDAY:
Tuesday Prayer Group

9.30am

Mrs R Rowe

(01656) 654881

10.30am

Mrs M Johnson

(01656) 656346

Baby & Toddler Group

9.30am

Dr. D. Ware

(01656) 662948

Prayer Meeting

7.00pm

Tuesday@Hope

THURSDAY:

SUNDAY:
Sunday’scool

10.30am

Morning Service

10.30am

WHO TO CONTACT AT HOPE
CHURCH CONTACT:
CHURCH PASTOR:

hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk

07866746851

Rev. Darren Blaney

07866746851

SECRETARY:

Rhonwen Miles

(01656) 654169

TREASURER:

Paul Evans

(01656) 661986

CARETAKER:

Seung Ho & Yun Hee Kang

(01656) 646911

Sally George

(01656) 668791

mag4hope@yahoo.com

Rhonwen Miles/
Pam Jones

USE OF PREMISES
&SAFEGUARDING

NEWSDESK:

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
(Church Meeting 010503)

We will EVANGELISE our community & beyond.
We will encourage people to become more Christ-like through
DISCIPLESHIP.
We are committed to meeting the needs of those inside & outside
our walls through MINISTRY.
We will value FELLOWSHIP, recognising that it is a divine gift to the
church.
We will come before the Lord in obedience to WORSHIP Him.
Hope Baptist Church operates a safeguarding children and
adults at risk policy

www.hopebridgend.co.uk
www.facebook.com/HOPE-BAPTIST-CHURCH-BRIDGEND
1699576150319699
Hope English Baptist Church Bridgend
Affiliated to the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) & South Wales
Baptist Association
Registered Charity: No. 1133067
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