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See, a quiet resting place.  

“Truly here I have seen Him who looks after me”. 

 

 



 

Can we be blamed for being impatient with April and May?  

Each brought us cold and rain, nudging Spring decisively to one side. Over 

the Bank Holiday, Summer tried her best to get things back on track.  With 

inspiration from the experts at The Chelsea Flower Show we have planted 

and pruned, mowed and ‘cut back’ with a frenzy.   Hard work but not every 

hour of the day.  June begs us to sit awhile and feel the delights of 

Summer as she prepares to surprise us in July.  

June is the month of growth.  Cells are dividing, sap flows, hosta leaves 

pop up, rose buds are ready to delight us ... an energy is running through 

the earth; growth is everywhere.  Quietly, totally focused, Mother Nature 

asks just one thing from us – that we gaze in wonder and watch her grow! 

I won’t give any excuses nor will I accept yours, sitting is definitely allowed! 

Wordsworth said so,  

          ‘For oft, when on my couch I lie, 
          In vacant or in pensive mood, 
          They flash upon the inward eye 

          Which is the bliss of solitude ... 

He may have been seeing daffodils but I doubt very much if he missed the 
roses and hedgerow flowers of Summer.  Her flowers will soon smile at us, 
“Here we are, we made it, we pushed through, we found enough soil and 
moisture.  June has lessons for us all ... 

Lesson One - don’t rush by, we mean you to stop and marvel at our 

colour, the texture, the fragrance and food we offer.    

Lesson Two – You have the joy of eating strawberries and cream teas.  

Lesson Three – Watching can become gloriously addictive.  The flower 

that seemed to struggle yesterday is tall and strong today ...what else is 

happening...? 

Lesson Four - Unbeknown to ourselves we begin to see detail.  The sheer 

depth of perfection of a rose, a bird building her nest has her fledglings to 

feed – she hasn’t stopped!  I’m glad I have, because I have remembered 

my childhood; old-fashioned forget me nots and bluebells - and the 

picnics, June takes us gently down Memory Lane.                                                                        



 

The need for Nature’s touch has been recognised by so many.   

Parklands, show gardens from stately homes to cottage gardens, all have 

opened their doors and their hearts to us.  City dwellers nurture tiny 

allotments and Nature rewards them.  There’s a ‘Postman’s Park’, a ‘Skip 

Garden’ a ‘Red Cross Garden’ all hidden behind the busy streets of 

London.  A stroll down memory lane makes us smile.  Not all flowers wilt.  

The sea of beautiful ceramic poppies outside The Tower of London bless 

thousands of garden plots ‘In loving memory’.  

The great outdoors reminds us that life goes on, growth and energy want 

us to see how life evolves.  The tiny seedling houses the miracle – to see it 

happening is infinitely more satisfying than just a cursory glance when in 

full bloom. 

In Psalm 119 we read, “The unfolding of your words gives light, it gives 

understanding to the simple”. 

That is human nature at its glorious best.  God’s words of Love have 

unfolded within us as gentle as a rose petal, as strong as an oak.  Words 

blossom forth, 

“I will be like the dew to Israel, he will blossom like a lily.  Like a cedar of 

Lebanon he will send down his roots”. 

  

 

 
 



 

STOP PRESS! At 11am Saturday morning I was watching the Royal 

Wedding – one full page of the magazine waiting to be filled before going 

to print ...by 2pm the problem was solved by none other than The Most 

Reverend Michael B Curry as he delivered the address to Meghan and 

Harry.   Reading from The Song of Songs Chapter 8 v 6-7 He read, “Set 

me as a seal upon your heart.for love is strong as death.. It’s flashes are 

flashes of fire (as was his delivery!) many waters cannot quench love, 

neither can floods drown it”. I couldn’t but write and share parts of it..  

He started by quoting Dr Martin Luther King, “We must discover the power 

of love, the redemptive power of love and when we discover that, we will 

be able to make of this old world a new world.   Love is the only way.   An 

old medieval poem says, “Where true love is found God Himself is there. 

Love can help and heal when nothing else can.  The way of love is the 

way to a real relationship with God, who created us. He quoted from 

Corinthians 13 v 4-7. This love, is the way of Jesus and it’s a game 

changer. The very dream of God.  He closed: God love you, God Bless 

you and may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love. Amen”.  How 

did the guests react, coming as they were from all walks of life?  There 

was no escaping! Surprised – most certainly; overwhelmed – most 

probably and taken aback, for this was a first of any royal wedding’s 

format.  I am sure that many were delighted, moved and comforted.  

Within the hour comes the headline, ’Royal wedding priest steals the 

show’.  Not quite true, Meghan & Harry took centre stage - it was their day; 

but that immediate impact of the address was thrilling.  2 billion people had 

watched and the world with it’s different time zones would soon be 

catching up.  Now that is ‘Outreach’!!  One little girl in Los Angeles was 

reported as having said, ”This marriage is going to change the world “- we 

say ‘God moves in mysterious ways”.. We could have taken more, we 

hung on the Bishop’s every word.  If I needed a seamless link to Mike’s 

story I could now say,.. 

Some sermons are brilliant – others are not so easy on the ear. 

 



 

When the whistle blows … 
 
Small nonconformist chapels were often heated by a large coke stove. 
Indeed, the chapel I attended as a boy was a “tin tabernacle” lined with 
asbestos sheeting, with the traditional coke stove situated towards the left 
front of the building. I don’t remember the place getting that warm in 
winter; I guess it depended on how early the stove was lit; but at least the 
thought of warmth was there, wasn’t it? 
 
The story goes that during the singing of the hymn before the sermon, an 
experienced chapel steward used to place a whistling kettle on the red-hot 
stove. 
 
One Sunday morning, after the service, the visiting speaker commented 
that putting a whistling kettle on the stove was a sure way of timing the 
sermon.  “It is, sir,” said the steward. “And you know, with some of the 
preachers we get here, I only half fill the kettle.” 
 
Maybe there is something to be said for those old coke stoves!  What do 
you think, asks the Rev. Mike Weldon 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

What a brilliant conception!  

First of all I didn’t know that Alan Titchmarsh  wrote poetry!  Is there no 

end to his versatility (pardon the pun).  He has brought out an album of 

poems about his favourite plants, flowers and trees, with accompanying 

music by Debbie Wiseman.  It has been released by Classic FM.  He uses 

different voices to imbue his plants with ‘personality’. 

There’s the plaintive voice of the delicate snowdrop – but the marigold is 

given a common accent to suite her gaudy colour.  

The Cedar of Lebanon is Alan’s favourite tree.  She has ‘velvet arms’  

 

His very British heart simply sings ‘Rule Britannia’ as he looks at The Old 

English Oak .   From acorn to majestic grandeur, even when hewn down 

she becomes the nation’s saviour. As ships save our nation so the oak 

upholds our maritime reputation.  

 



 

His poetry is clear and clever, beautiful and profound too.  I cannot think of 

anyone who could marry music, verse and Nature with such insight and 

humour.  He has made gardening a joy for the nation. 

A peony has caught his eye!  He sees her as ‘a powdered dowager’ – 

hence the wonderfully posh accent bestowed upon her. 

 
 

                   

 

When asked the secret to a happy relationship he sighted – “Tolerance, a 

shared sense of humour and more importantly shared values” – from 

gardening, to living a happy life to the full - all three will stand us too in 

good stead.  

I think it would be fun if we emulated his example.  Take a seat and 

choose your flower or your tree and decide what music suits her best. 

Start with an easy ‘marriage’ – a rose to the music of...? 

Meantime please pass me another scone, a strawberry and more cream...  

Rhonwen 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Month of Sundays… 

 3rd June 10th June 

DUTY 

DEACONS 
Philip Hogg 

 

Rev. Brian Evans 

Rev. David Glave 

Rev. Philip Rees 

 

Mrs. Marilyn Lomas   

 Lynne Camberlain & 

Delyth Ware 

Yvonne Matthews & 

Margaret Francis 

Alison Evans &  

Nyfain Pugh 

Margaret Francis & 

Rhyl Coleman 

 

 

COMMUNION PM 

Prep: Irene Griffiths 

 

 

 
 

 

Please note that June 17th is Father’s Day, it will also be morning 

communion, during  which we will be extending the right hand of fellowship 

to Robbie and Helen, welcoming them into the membership of Hope 

Baptist Church Bridgend.    

May the celebration of this communion unite Pastor and people together 

as we anticipate a new journeying. 
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 17th June 244h June 

Philip Hogg 

 

Col. Robbie Hall 
(Minister Designate) 

Mr. Gareth James 

Rev. Huw Stephens 
Rogerston 

Rev. Tom Stables 

 

Stephen & Sally George Hannelie Jonas 

 Rosalyn Hogg & 

Val Jenkins 

Mary Johnson & 

Rosemary Rowe 

Pam Jones & 

Judith Jakob 

Alison Evans & 

Nyfain Pugh 

 

COMMUNION AM 

Prep: Alison Evans 
 

 
 

Women@Hope 

5th  Mrs. Eva Evans Prayer to the soul 

12th  Rev. Mark Thomas Corrie Ten Boom 

19th  American Group  

26th Pastor Vernon King  
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WHAT’S OCCURRING! 

 
MISSION HOME & AWAY - Hilda’s Walk 

Here is the photo of everyone at the start of the walk in Rest Bay. The total 
amount raised was a tremendous £838.50, shared equally between UCB , 
Samaritan’s Purse and Rohingya Emergency Refugee Appeal.   I have 

pinned letters up 
in the Prayer 
Room received 
from UCB and 
Samaritan’s Purse 
thanking the 
Church for these  

donations. 
Neil Jenkins 

 

 
 

 
 
SUNDAY’SCOOL NEWS 
On Sunday the 6th May the children had a lot of fun colouring in a 9ft 
Goliath (see below) that Mel had made.   We congratulate Elaine on 
winning 2 medals in a Great Britain competition in Karate.  Conor, Ethan 
and Christine are also learning Karate, so be warned not to mess with 
them!  Izzy too has added to her collection of dancing medals and 
trophies, including one won with her mum Mel!  We wish everyone who is 
sitting exams the very best of luck.  

  Pam Jones 

 



 

There will be no Prayer Meeting on June 21st as we are planning to 
support our future Pastor, Robbie, who will be finishing his course at the 
South Wales Baptist College at the end of June.   A Valedictory Service 
will take place for all such students at Albany Road Baptist Church Cardiff 
at 7pm.  Please let Rhonwen know if you are able to attend and support 
Robbie.  Transport can then be arranged accordingly 

Momentum 2018 – The Ongoing Story -  Friday 22nd June and 

Saturday 23rd June   at the Haliwell Centre, Trinity College, Carmarthen 
with a choice of seminars with amazing speakers to inspire adults, 
alongside a children and youth programme of activities in the sports hall 
ending with a pizza party, all free of charge for the under 18s.  The 
keynote speaker for this year is Dr. Kang San Tan, Director of BMS World 
Mission who will enable us to think about the challenges and opportunities 
for mission in Wales.  Please see Rhonwen for further details, at least 3 
have already booked to go. 

 
Forward Planning 
8th July  (morning only)  our Link Missionaries, Lucy and Mac from Guinea 
will be with us, so please join us for the Christian Aid Soup Lunch to get 
to know them. 
 

 
 
 
15th July the Douglas’ from Nepal will be with us and they will lead the  
morning service.   We invite you to bring your own lunch so that we can 
enjoy a time of fellowship together 
 



 

FAMILY NEWS 

Happy Birthday to BMS Birthday Scheme Members - June 

2nd Doreen Lecrass 14th Barbara Harris 
 Pam Weldon 16th Jonathan Ware 
8th Wendy Carver 19th Eva Evans 
9th Anita Jones   
 
I was truly comforted the other Sunday when the visiting minister 

mentioned the film “The Gladiator”- with just one particular phrase. 

Maximus was a Roman General who became a slave and then rose to 

challenge an emperor. There is a scene where he is in the Roman 

Coliseum with his fellow gladiators, the Romans are entering and 

preparing for a slaughter.  Maximus yells out to the few fellow gladiators 

left.  

  “Hold the line! Stay together!  If you want to live – Hold the line.” 

I truly feel that we have been hearing these words for the past three years 

of interregnum.   Not from any General (Roman or otherwise) but the voice 

of El Roi – ‘The God who sees’; El Shaddai – God Almighty;  Yahweh 

Nissi – The Lord is my Protector.  We could find many names for God but 

these three suffice for now.  

As a family we have learnt to be patient.  What is patience?  It’s the 

capacity to tolerate delay, bear troubles not of our own making and endure 

suffering.  

So many of you have shown strength, determination and long suffering, 

pain and loss.  It has been our privilege to stand by your side.  We have 

‘held the line’ of faith through prayer and friendship.  Three years – 

operations, challenges, delays and yes, disappointments too – your names 

have been in the magazine and you have in turn held that line.  

Our prayers reach out to Brenda Cadogan and family, to the family of Joan 

Rees, to Pam Redwood and her family, all grieving yet God Himself is 

strengthening your hearts.  Stay together!  We will be bringing Carys, 

Pam’s granddaughter to the very heart of God – the privilege of prayer is 

asking Him to restore her to full health .  



 

It’s so good to see Barbara Simmonds, Barbara Harris and Doreen 

Lecrass in training for the Cardiff half marathon.  You just amaze us with 

your positivity and even more, your utter dependence on God 

So many of you are waiting for results of hospital tests – such times bring 

an inevitable aloneness that only God can reach and ease.  I respect your 

privacy but each week of late I hear that someone else is ‘waiting results’. 

It wasn’t for nothing that Jesus tells us to seek His Father out in secret. 

Sometimes that is all we can do, all we want to do.  We are eager to “go to 

your room and pray to your Father who is in secret.  And your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you”. 

 But remember there are many, many family and friends alike who are 

holding the line, right by your side. 

Edward and Anita, Dorothy Fear, Hilary and Don, Brenda and Olwen, 

Pearl, Clifford and Geoff Walters, please remember that you have your 

‘warriors’ who are praying for you. 

The months of July and August seem to push us apart somehow as 

holidays and visiting family and friends change our routine.  I get anxious 

(as you can tell!!)   Why?  Well the line must be strong – no breaking up.  I 

always feel like this during the summer months but more so this year. 

As in May – so in June, it behoves us to keep our eyes on the big picture 

by praying for our close families, friends and our link missionaries.  News 

headlines continue to shock and sicken us as shootings, carnage, all types 

of disaster and more – far more, have come via tv to our space.  We look 

forward to welcoming our link missionaries who will bring their world to our 

doorstep 

     Look around you, can you see? Times are troubled, people grieve. 
     See the violence, feel the hardness, O, my people, weep with me. 
     Walk among them, I’ll go with you; reach out to them with my hands               
     Suffer with me, together we will serve them - help them stand. 
 
Kyria Eleison by Jodi Page-Cark.  Such an inspiring hymn 
 
 

 

 



 

Don’t you just love the people who make you smile – laugh even!  

 
I am just wondering if the “fashion” of humour has changed and in so 
doing has contributed significantly to a definite suppression of good, 
innocent laughter.  Surely the late Eric Morecombe and now Ken Dodd 
perfected a humour that was so universal all the family could share the 
laughter comfortably.   Forget the so called sophisticated humour we have 
invented – smile along with me as I share several turns of phrases that 
had me in stitches last week. (Laughter was and is the best medicine!) All 
were part of a normal conversation with one of our members.  Wonder 
who it could be?  This is what she said 

     “She had a face like a collapsed mushroom!” 

     “He looked like a bulldog chewing a wasp” 

     “It had more stitches than a secondhand mattress” 

     “Stop running – you look like a duck in distress.” 

     “It’s like feeding strawberries to elephants”.… 

 

“What did the hungry computer eat”? – “Chips, one byte at a time”. 

“April showers bring May flowers, what do May – flowers bring”? Pilgrims! 

“Where do bees go on holiday”? - Stingapore. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Hope Baptist Church June 2018 

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE 
For more information on any of our activities, please get in touch 
with the contact shown. 

MONDAY: 
  

Ladies Guild 2.30pm Mrs P. Jones (01656) 655142 

Bible Study 7.30pm Mrs. M. Denning (01656) 767381 

TUESDAY: 
  

Ladies’ Prayer Group 9.30am Mrs R Rowe (01656) 654881 

Women@Hope 11.00am Mrs M Johnson (01656) 656346 

THURSDAY: 
  

Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Dr D. Ware (01656) 662948 

Prayer Meeting 7.30pm   

SUNDAY: 
  

Sunday’sCool 10.00am  

Morning Service 10.30am  

Evening Service 6.00pm  

WHO TO CONTACT AT HOPE 

CHURCH CONTACT: hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk  07866 746851 

SECRETARY: Rhonwen Miles (01656) 654169 

TREASURER: Paul Evans (01656) 661986 

CARETAKER: Seung Ho & Yun Hee Kang (01656) 646911 

USE OF PREMISES  
&SAFEGUARDING 

Sally George (01656) 668791 

NEWSDESK: mag4hope@yahoo.com 
Rhonwen Miles/ 

Pam Jones 

mailto:hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mag4hope@yahoo.com


 

 
 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
(Church Meeting 010503) 

 
We will EVANGELISE our community & beyond. 

We will encourage people to become more Christ-like through 
DISCIPLESHIP. 

We are committed to meeting the needs of those inside & outside 
our walls through MINISTRY. 

We will value FELLOWSHIP, recognising that it is a divine gift to the 
church. 

We will come before the Lord in obedience to WORSHIP Him. 

Hope Baptist Church operates a safeguarding children and 
adults at risk policy 

Following the GDPR Regulations we now adhere to its directive.  
Our Privacy and Policy Statement are available on our website 

www.hopebridgend.co.uk  

 
Hope English Baptist Church Bridgend 

Affiliated to the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) & South Wales 
Baptist Association 

 

Registered Charity: No. 1133067 
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