
 
 

 

 

“Come, Holy Spirit …” 

              “Faith is the bird that sings in the morning.” 
 

                                                         May 2018 
 



 

A Journey to Hope Baptist Church, Bridgend 
 

Elijah stood at Mount Horeb, unsure where to go or what to do next.  He 
sought guidance from the LORD and waited: 
 
“Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered 
the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind.  After  the 
wind was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.   After 
the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire.  And after 
the fire came a gentle whisper”.  (1 Kings 19: 11/12) 

 
This has been my experience as the LORD has led us from a long military 
career (where there was an occasional earthquake etc.) on a path, a 
journey, towards this ministry that is the pastorate of Hope Baptist Church.  
The still, small voices were manifest in getting in to Bible College at 
Redcliffe, Gloucester.  Studies for an MA in Bible & Mission told us simply 
that our travelling days around the World were done and our mission field 
was to be UK based. On the face of it there was plenty to do in His 
service; I was already involved in some serious church leadership projects 
and was busy preaching in various churches.  
 
More of those whispering voices: being a preacher alone is rewarding and 
can take up all available time and energy, but there is something 
incomplete in this experience.  Building relationships with God’s people, 
being part of a team that wants to serve the LORD and share the love of 
Jesus out in our communities, all of this, it seems to me, is the fuller 
product of Christian ministry.  It is based on the ministry of God’s Word – 
Biblically founded, but takes and shares the Good News with those around 
us, the lost, who so desperately need to hear it.  So many small voices 
urged me to seek ordained ministry.  A gentle knock on the door of the 
Baptist Union and the warm, welcoming response was so clearly 
confirmation that this was the path to follow. 
 
Ministerial Recognition is the interview/selection process that takes place 
over a couple of days, in order to be certain of a call of God to ministry 
(certainty for the candidate as well as for the BU). Having worked hard to 
get through various selection processes in my military career, it was an 
amazing experience to “let go and let God” at Min Rec.  I prayerfully 
allowed that still, small voice to come through all the interviews and 
discussions.  This is not my will, but His will that is being sought; and isn’t 
it great to find that our will and that of God’s are on the same trajectory? 



 

The still, small voice led me to the perfect placement church in Monmouth 
for my two training years.  This has been a great learning experience in 
many aspects.  I’m sure some of these experiences will fit well with plans 
and events in Bridgend also.  

Last, but certainly not least, we found South Wales Baptist College.  It has 
been a great privilege to be part of the ministry formation training with the 
College.  My masters’ degree from Redcliffe  was accepted and dovetailed 
well into the post-graduate package of training that I have followed these 
past two years.  Another blessing in coming to Bridgend will be the ability 
to continue in a treasured relationship with the College over the coming 
years. 

I was asked what my vision is for Hope Baptist Church over the next 5 
years.  My answer is that I do not have a vision for the church – but I 
believe that God does.  Helen and I, with you all as a Godly, obedient and 
serving team, need to listen for that still, small voice leading us forwards in 
exciting and challenging ways.  I know the “earthquake, wind and fire” 
scenario is so often what we hope for, but as I arrive as your Pastor, my 
journey to Hope Baptist Church has been one of gentle guidance, patience 
and small but purposeful steps.  Leaping in “feet first” will seldom be God’s 
way for us.  Let us walk on together with our LORD and experience His 
light for our path and His blessings every step of the way.  
 
With love in the Lord Jesus, 
Pastor (Designate) Robbie 
 

 



 

 
 

           “Adopt the Face of Nature – Her secret is patience.” 

“But ask the animals and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky and 

they will tell you: or speak to the earth …Which of all these does not know 

that the hand of the Lord has done this? 

In His hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” 

(Job12 v 7-10) 

“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – His Eternal 

Power and Divine Nature – have been clearly seen, been understood from 

what has been made, so that people are without excuse“. (Romans) 

 

 

 



 

Gerard Manley Hopkins starts his sonnet with these words.  

  

            “The world is charged with the grandeur of God, 

              It will flame out, like shining from shook foil … 

              Generations have trod, have trod, have trod: 

          And all is seared with trod; bleared, smeared with toil;  

      And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s smell: the soil 

               Is bare now, nor can foot feel being shod. 

 

                 And for all this, nature is never spent; 

           There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; … 

                 Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 

         World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.” 

 

Despite man’s best efforts to lose touch with Divine Nature – Nature keeps      

on giving: things are still fresh and alive. If you dig deep enough you will 

find her treasures helped by all your senses of touch, sight, hearing and  

taste.     

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Be filled with the Spirit! 
 
According to a recent extensive international study, drinking alcohol 
shortens one’s life.  It was said that every glass of wine or beer over 
the recommended daily limit, will cut half an hour from the expected 
lifespan of a 40-year-old.  The study supported the UK 
recommended limits of no more than 14 units per week for men and 
women, even though these limits are much smaller than those 
suggested in other countries such as Italy, Portugal, Spain and the 
USA. 
 
Long ago the Bible commented about alcohol. In Ephesians 5:18 we 
read, “Do not get drunk on wine which leads to debauchery.” Then 
Paul went on to write, “instead be filled with the (Holy) Spirit”.  
 
     Be filled – this is an imperative, a command. 
     Be filled – this is plural, including all believers. 
     Be filled – this is present continuous; not just a one-off. 
     Be filled – this is passive; the Spirit fills us, if we allow him. 
 
The result?  We will sparkle as Christians!  We will be joyful v19; we 
will be thankful v20; and we will be humble v21.  Incidentally, in the 
original Greek, verses 18-21 are all one sentence, so we can link 
them together. 
 
Drunk with wine, or filled with the Holy Spirit?  Long ago I reached 
the conclusion that just as society recommends limits on the amount 
of alcohol consumed, so in practice some sections of the church 
recommend limits on how much Christians should allow the Holy 
Spirit to fill them!   
 
As we approach Pentecost, here is the question: Are you obeying 
the command to be “filled with Spirit”?  Is your life demonstrating 
that Spirit-filled quality?  Challenging, isn’t it? 

Rev. Mike Weldon 
 



 

What a thrill it has been to children and adults alike to read the classic 
story, “The Chronicles of Narnia” by C.S. Lewis - most especially                    
“The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe”.  

As the story opens the land of Narnia is in a dreary state, “Always winter 
… but never Christmas”. 

But there are rumours in Narnia, rumours whispered from person to 

person, elf to elf, and – in that magical land – from tree to tree, “Psst, 

Aslan is on the move”.  Aslan, the rightful king of Narnia was a powerful 

lion who was thought to be the only hope for Narnia against the power of 

the White Witch. The rumour that Aslan is on the move was a source of 

great hope – a reason to get excited. 

Every eye was peeled for any sign of Aslan’s arrival. There was great 

vigilance – great expectation. 

A children’s story – yet more than a story for it encapsulates the 

expectation and hope that is in every heart that things will change, things 

will get better. We listen, we search for the signs. All the while we know 

that “God’s works are hidden in plain sight.” 

 

          How I wish to trust                         How I long for courage 

          In life, no questions asked,           That laughs at fear, 

          Hanging on God’s words,              Knowing I’d surely be caught 

          Confident and relaxed.                  When tossed in the air . 

          Just like a child.                             Just like a child.  

 

 
 

 



 

Month of Sundays… 

 6th May 13th May 

DUTY 
DEACONS 

John Ware 

 

Rev. Tom Stables 

Rev. David Glave 

United Service 

 

Don & Hilary Thomas Mrs Edith Hughes 

 Mary Johnson &  
Rosemary Rowe  

Mel Denning & Joan  
Devere 

Pam Jones & 
Judith Jakob 

Alison Evans & 
Nyfain Pugh 

 

COMMUNION PM 

Prep:  Nyfain Pugh 
and Pam Jones 

 

 

Ladies Guild 

14th Afternoon tea 

Guild will restart on 10th September 
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 20th May 27th May 

DUTY 
DEACONS  

John Ware 

 

Rev. David Waters 

Mrs. Rhonwen Miles 

Mr. Eurig Lloyd 

 

Clive & Irene Griffiths Derek Lyddon 

 
Chris Burn &  
Eva Evans 

Enid James &  
Pat Fairfax 

Margaret Francis & 
Rhyl Coleman 

Pam Jones &  
Judith Jakob 

 

 
COMMUNION AM 

Prep: Alison Evans 
 

 

wome 

Women@Hope 

          1st Rev. Mark Thomas 

8th Sarah Harris 

15th To be confirmed 

22nd Rev. Stephen Pare 

29th No Meeting 



 

FAMILY NEWS 

Happy Birthday to BMS Birthday Scheme Members - May 

4th Gareth James 20th  Mary Johnson 

5th  Jean Richards 20th Derek King 

8th Matthew Evans 22nd Ron Fairfax 

14th Alison Evans 26th Rhonwen Miles 

16th Patricia George 30th Rosemary Rowe 

We have been truly saddened to hear of the passing of Mrs Joan Rees on 

Tuesday, April 17th.  Joan has not enjoyed good health of late but her 

determination to attend church when strength allowed has been 

inspirational.  Joan had nursed her husband, Ivor, throughout his long 

years of illness – they were a team, devoted and central to family life.  We 

will miss Joan’s loyalty and friendship.  Our love and sympathy go to each 

member of her family. Also to Pam Redwood, whose husband, Dennis, 

passed away last week.  We are praying for you, Pam, Claire and Sarah. 

 

With no one in hospital it is good to know that Mrs. Barbara Simmonds had 

a successful hip operation, her ‘Bucket List’ starts with ‘Shopping’.  Well 

done, Barbara.  Mrs. Doreen Lecrass is safely back home in Wales.  You 

are recovering so well after your operation, an answer to many prayers. 

Next off the starting blocks will be Mrs. Barbara Harris who needs surgery 

to relieve the pain in her foot - followed quickly by Mrs. Christine Burn who 

needs to have the pain in her knee sorted.  We want you both well – asap! 

Derrick King’s ongoing grueling treatment asks virtually the impossible but 

he fights back to the amazement of everyone.  This witness of faith and 

dependency upon God is seen by so many.  They in turn bring courage, 

friendship and much laughter too into his life.  He thanks each one and we 

thank him for bringing courage to our door 

 

This month we have received a request from Mrs Eva Foster to transfer 

her membership from Hope to Bethel Evangelical Free Church, Leicester. 

Whilst we are delighted that she has found a caring ‘family of faith’ at 

Bethel we remember with love and gratitude all that she gave Hope over 

many years.   



 

Spring may have been keeping her secrets well hidden for a little longer 

than was necessary but surely we are on the way out of the winter blues, 

yellow daffodils in their scores around Bridgend have trumpeted in 

Spring’s arrival.   

Spring has Resurrection Glory, Hope, Peace and Joy written all over her; 

yes, and good health too as herbs yield their balm and healing powers. 

These words (Isaiah 58 v8) should put a spring in our step. 

 “Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly 

appear; then your righteousness will go before you and the glory of the 

Lord will be you rear guard”. 

The healing of our bruised and world-torn minds and bodies still sees the 

Risen Lord before us – striding on ahead.  Pain and sorrow can dry the 

bones and weaken the strongest human constitution but good works and 

good deeds will bring the righteousness of God into plain focus. 

But that is not all, the verse ends “The glory of the Lord will be your rear 

guard.”  Can you ask for a better protection than that?  Doesn’t that make 

you feel totally secure and totally defended.  God’s spirit is leading us on 

to greater things under the leadership of our new pastor. Herein lies not 

only Robbie’s calling but ours too. 

 

The truth of Isaiah 58 will be embedded in our hearts and minds as we 

work faithfully alongside him, embracing Helen’s ministry too with open 

arms. 

         “We’re standing on the threshold of a new beginning, 
          Joining hands together as we face the light; 
          Leaving space for God, the Holy Spirit’s presence 
          Trusting in His promise for a future  bright. 

          Take from us the fear of all the old ways changing  
          Give each the vision of a bonded whole.  
          So that all the world will see a new revealing, 
          See the Source of all that beats within our soul.” 

(Song written by P Heppleston and John Bayes) 
Rhonwen 

 

 

 



 

WHAT’S OCCURRING! 

Church AGM – 17th May 2018 
 
SUNDAY’SCOOL NEWS 

We continues to meet at 10 am on Sunday morning.  Our numbers have 
been rather low recently and we would value your prayers about this. 
Please pray too for continued energy and enthusiasm for the teachers . 

Delyth Ware 

CHRISTIAN AID  

A big thank you to those who participated in the Lent 'Count your 
blessings'  scheme.  £340 has been sent to Christian Aid as a result, which 
is great.  The focus this year has been the plight of displaced people, 
those forced to flee their homes because of war or natural disaster. This 
theme continues in Christian Aid week 13th--19th May. As Christians we 
are grateful to God for the blessings in our lives and have the opportunity 

through Christian Aid to support displaced people around the world. 
Delyth Ware 

MISSION HOME AND AWAY – Hilda’s Walk 

Easter Saturday started off cold and overcast, but this did not stop the 
hardy walkers who turned out for our annual walk. There was a change of 
venue this year to the Atlantic Hotel for coffee, which I think everyone 
agreed was an excellent choice, where we were joined by supporters who 
were not able to do the walk. The total money received is set to reach 
£800! This means we will now be able to send payments of £400 to both 
UCB and the Samaritan’s Purse Rohingya Refugee Emergency Appeal. 
Thanks again to everyone who took part or contributed to this excellent 
result, and to Jane Tyre for arranging the excellent refreshments at the 
Atlantic Hotel.  Due to the success of the walk we are now thinking about 
organising a Harvest Walk in September. Watch this space for details!    
                                                                                                  Neil Jenkins 
(Editor – we have a lovely photo of these hardy walkers but unfortunately 

we have no space this month but it will be top priority in June) 
 

Rosalyn and Phil want to thank those who have brought Bibles, Hymn 
Books and Christian Books.  These will be collected by a representative 
from the Bible Society in June – we have a month to go! 

 



 

How I admire people who are able to look at the Big Picture.  

 

With courage and fortitude they ask the immediate and practical questions; 
then they do the painstaking work of tackling the seemingly 
insurmountable problems.  Does nothing ever seem to faze them? 
Across our world this very night there are despots and dictators, men who 
have usurped their power and have consequentially created statistics of 
horror, greed and killings, filling us with understandable fear – we cry out. 
“When will it stop? – who will stop it?” 
 

The answer comes swiftly. Ordinary people will - people with a passion for 
justice and equal rights.  Every bit as human as we are they ‘roll up their 
sleeves and get stuck in’.  They see the Big picture alright; they see the 
interminably long queues of refugees and they just keep going – 
undaunted - and all the while they are looking up.  Not for them just the 
mountainous rubble and desolation of war – they see the hand reaching 
out, they take it and feel the desperate craving for life.  ”Hold on to me” – is 
their cry.  The Douglas Family, the Darbys, Lucy and Mac, and now Jane 
Edwards, all are our link missionaries, they draw us into their Big Picture. 
We are honoured and blest in supporting them.  
 

Arguably they are younger than we are. “All that travelling and teaching 
demands an energy that we haven’t got” we say.  Well, that may be true to 
a point and yet the greatest difference between us lies in the simple fact 
that ‘Big Picture People’ look up whilst we have a recurring tendency to 
look down.  
 

Here’s a frightening question asked by many, “Do even the most visionary 
and enlightened politicians really know what is really going on?  Are the 
vastness and complexities of today’s Big Picture careering out of all 
control? 
 

Pretty sobering news!  Until I read this in our Baptists Together 
Publication.  We need a demographic transition. 
 

“Globally, while the West grows older, the rest of the world is growing 
younger.  It is estimated that by the year 2020 almost 70 per cent of all 
Christians worldwide will be under the age of 45.  In Asia, Africa and Latin 



 

America where Baptists are growing fast, that is particularly true.  
Countries such as Ghana have witnessed a 1700 per cent increase in 
Baptists since 1990, according to the Baptist World Alliance.  Interestingly 
the two largest churches in our Union are both Ghanaian churches.” 
 
How riveting is that!  We want some of that!  We want to be a part of that! 
 
I am forced to ask myself this question.  Do I look down far more often 
than I look up?  Has a three year interregnum caused me to be tunnel 
visioned?  Yes it has and it’s beginning to bother me.  With Hope on the 
threshold of a new ministry I hear God’s voice over and over again. “Look 
up”. 
 

Then I hear that several of our members are already busy in the 
warehouse preparing boxes for Samaritan’s Purse – boxes that are going 
to Albania. Through our consistent giving to BMS and Home Mission we 
give them a yearly platform from which to budget.  The Bible Society, 
Christian Broadcasting, Open Doors, and many other charities receive 
support because there are those precious moments in our lives when we 
look up and see the Big Picture.  
 

Last Christmas we looked up and saw The Big Picture when we performed 
The Story – The Nativity at Tabernacle Church.  Literally hundreds came 
to see it.  School children delighted in the detail and wonder of it all.  It is 
going to be repeated again this year – we have learnt what not to do.  
What we did do was to look up, beyond the walls of our church buildings, 
to the town and Borough of Bridgend,  - our immediate Big Picture. 
 
Guess what, you don’t have to stand or walk outside to see The Big 
Picture. Looking at our t.v. screens will take us where we should go. 
Prayer will do the rest – a word with the only Man who walked this earth 
and saw The Big Picture – in its entirety. High and lifted up on a cross 
Jesus saw the kingdoms of this world and all mankind and He died to save 
each one  -  you included.  
 
You are an intrinsic part of His Big Picture. 

Rhonwen 

 

 

 



 

.Hope Baptist Church May 2018 

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE 
For more information on any of our activities, please get in touch 
with the contact shown. 

MONDAY: 
  

Ladies Guild 2.30pm Mrs P. Jones (01656) 655142 

Bible Study 7.30pm Mrs. M. Denning (01656) 767381 

TUESDAY: 
  

Ladies’ Prayer Group 9.30am Mrs R Rowe (01656) 654881 

Women@Hope 11.00am Mrs M Johnson (01656) 656346 

THURSDAY: 
  

Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Dr D. Ware (01656) 662948 

Prayer Meeting 7.30pm   

SUNDAY: 
  

Sunday’sCool 10.00am  

Morning Service 10.30am  

Evening Service 6.00pm  

WHO TO CONTACT AT HOPE 

CHURCH CONTACT: hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk  07866 746851 

SECRETARY: Rhonwen Miles (01656) 654169 

TREASURER: Paul Evans (01656) 661986 

CARETAKER: Seung Ho & Yun Hee Kang (01656) 646911 

USE OF PREMISES  
&SAFEGUARDING 

Sally George (01656) 668791 

NEWSDESK: mag4hope@yahoo.com 
Rhonwen Miles/ 

Pam Jones 

mailto:hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mag4hope@yahoo.com


 

 
 
 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
(Church Meeting 010503) 

 
We will EVANGELISE our community & beyond. 

We will encourage people to become more Christ-like through 
DISCIPLESHIP. 

We are committed to meeting the needs of those inside & outside 
our walls through MINISTRY. 

We will value FELLOWSHIP, recognising that it is a divine gift to the 
church. 

We will come before the Lord in obedience to WORSHIP Him. 

 

Hope Baptist Church operates a safeguarding children and  
adults at risk policy 

 

www.hopebridgend.co.uk  
 

Hope English Baptist Church Bridgend 
Affiliated to the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) & South Wales 

Baptist Association 
 

Registered Charity: No. 1133067 
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