
 
 

 

 

Jesus turned to Peter and said “Feed my lambs, 

take care of my sheep and follow me”    

John Chapter 21 
 

                                                         May 2019 
 



 

Pastor's Study – “No time for star-gazing”! 
  
11’Men of Galilee’, they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’ (Acts 1:11). 

 
The week after Easter Sunday is often called “Low Sunday”.  After the 
euphoria and emotional ‘high’ of greeting our risen Lord again this year, 
we might reasonably wonder: ‘what could follow that”? 
 
The ascension of Jesus tells us that Easter is behind us; it is time to move 
on. For the disciples there is, at first, doubt and hesitation. Understandable 
doubt as so much had happened in Passion Week and in the various 
meetings they have had with their risen Lord.  Despite the joy of knowing 
Jesus is alive, despite even the greatest sceptic among them being 
convinced that Jesus is both ‘My Lord and my God”! (Jn 20:28), despite 
every humanly possible reassurance, they are not at all confident that they 
are ready to move on without Jesus leading them by the hand, every step 
of the way. 
 
Jesus has simply told them that their role is to be His World-wide 
witnesses (Acts 1:8), before he vanished into the clouds above them. They 
look longingly to the sky, not an idea among them as to what they should 
do next.  
 
Jesus has promised them the enabling power and the motivation they will 
need. The Holy Spirit is coming and there will be no stopping the Apostles. 
We also know the power of the Holy Spirit,  He is at work in life of every 
person who belongs to Christ (Rom 8:9).  We will look to the life-changing 
effect of this in our Pentecost celebrations  (9 June), but, like the disciples, 
this is not the time to stand there looking at what seems to be a void left by 
the ascended Jesus after Easter. 
 
The angels of Acts 1:10 tell the disciples, and us, how to ‘snap out’ of our 
post-Easter lethargy;  we are to know that this same Jesus will come back 
to us.  We do not know when (Acts 1:7) but it would not be good to be 
caught star-gazing when he does! (Mat 24:44). 
 

Pastor Robbie 



 

Pastor's Diary: May 2019 
 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday (in Church and in the 
town), Hilda’s Walk and Easter Sunday.  We have been richly blessed of 
God over this Easter and, I believe, have met our main objective of shining 
the light of the Gospel. Thanks to all for their efforts, energy and 
participation. Our Communion table was prepared and set so many times, 
always just quietly done by good and faithful servants of the Lord. What a 
great team!  
 
Looking ahead, it is important that Easter is a spiritual springboard for us 
as it has always been for the Christian Church. Our Sunday morning 
messages will go forwards through the Ascension of Christ and on to 
Pentecost over the coming weeks.  It is a time of church growth as we look 
to our Lord to lead us and guide us in His purposes for us as a church and 
as witnesses for Jesus – starting on our own doorstep. 
 
We have had some very constructive meetings with our friends and 
potential partners in the Food Bank and Café Church project.  Once we 
have worked out the proposed arrangements in finer detail, it is intended 
to bring this to a Special Church meeting on 16 May.  I see this as a great 
opportunity to share the love of Jesus in a practical way within our local 
community, but it is vital that we go forwards together and we will therefore 
vote on our commitment to proceed.  I have already been encouraged by a 
good number of people expressing their support and willingness to get 
involved. 
 
The Sunday Bus service has got off to an encouraging start; there are still 
some spare seats.  Other things ‘on the list’ to pray for over these coming 
months are a Men’s Breakfast, a Youth Club  and a Holiday Club (for 
August). 
 
The building committee work continues. We are obtaining quotations from 
different companies for the works on the Western gable and Choir Room 
roof area as our priority task, along with the repair and ongoing 
maintenance of the main leaded windows.  Applications for some grant 
funding have been submitted.  As summer approaches, we will identify a 
date soon for a works day to start the redecoration in the Sunday’scool 
building. 

All blessings as always,   Pastor Robbie 

 



 

The Holy Spirit never comes without bringing gifts.                          

.                

                        We experience the power to overcome. 
                                       We sing a new song.  
       
  THREE THINGS IN LIFE THAT ONCE GONE NEVER COME BACK 
                        TIME   -   WORDS  -  OPPORTUNITY. 
  THREE THINGS THAT MAKE A PERSON, 
                        COMMITMENT  -  SINCERITY  - HARD WORK. 
  THREE THINGS IN LIFE THAT YOU SHOULD NEVER LOSE  
                        HOPE – PEACE – AND HONESTY. 
 
 

 

 



 

THE STORY OF THE PEARL 

“The Book of Revelation reaches its climax in the 23rd Chapter where John 

describes heaven in extremely picturesque terms. The way into the New 

Jerusalem is through 12 gates, each made of pearl. 

You may know that a pearl is the product of pain.  The oyster, sitting on 

the seabed is invaded by a tiny parasite or a grain of sand, and instantly 

the healing powers of the little molusc are marshalled at the point of peril. 

In that hour of mortal danger, and only at that time, the oyster exudes a 

precious secretion in order to heal the wound and save its life 

The result is a pearl.  

It can therefore be said that a pearl is really the result of a wound that has 

been healed.  If there had been no wound there would have been no pearl. 

The Apostle John’s imagery reminds us that the only way into the New 

Jerusalem is through the innocent sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ who, 

on the cross endured the crushing cruelty of our sin and turned that pain 

into a pearl. Matthew reminds us of the parable Jesus taught about finding 

a ‘pearl of great price’ (Matt 13 v 46) Jesus is that pearl! 

(Thank you to Maureen Turner for bringing this to our attention. It is taken 

from the publication, Everyday with Jesus.  Permission sought & granted) 

 

 

 



 

FAMILY NEWS 

Happy Birthday to BMS Birthday Scheme Members - May 

4th Gareth James 20th  Mary Johnson 

5th  Jean Richards 20th Derek King 

8th Matthew Evans 22nd Ron Fairfax 

14th Alison Evans 26th Rhonwen Miles 

16th Patricia George 30th Rosemary Rowe 

 

 

“The time has come,” Jesus said. “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent 
and believe the Good News!” Mark 1 v 15 
 

As I write Rev Mike Weldon is in the Intensive Care Unit at The Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend. It has grieved us all to see him in so much pain. 
Our prayers are there for him and for Pam as she desperately waits for a 
clear diagosis and subsequent ease of the  pain, but under such weakness 
we realise the enormity of Mike and Pam’s faith as they face each day.  
May God show Himself in a very real way.  It has been a blessing for them 
to have their daughter and son with them at this time.  We welcome them 
into our family worship and assure them that they are included in our 
prayers.  

Mr Derrick King continues to amaze us as he fights valiantly on against all 
odds.  His spirit reflects his faith   Easter faith is one of witness and insight.  
Our Lord comes with promises to stay and comfort through all our needs.  

Mrs Christine Burn has had more than her fair share of pain this past 
month.  It is going to take a while for her to regain her mobility. We will do 
all we can to keep you rested but buoyant; that won’t be too difficult for you 
have been such a strength to many of us. When we have needed prayerful 
support you have been there with humour, encouragement and faith.  



 

What more could we ask of you, Chris – now we offer each back with the 
same measure.  Mrs Clarice Fewkes is also bearing pain as she attends 
the hospital and clinics. To experience prayers, love and concern keeps 
you strong, Clarice.  We ask that healing comes swiftly and completely.  

April was the month when we elected Deacons for 2019 – 2020.  It is with 
great joy and much prayer that Mrs Margaret Francis was elected on to the 
diaconate.  Margaret became a member in Hope in 1999.  Her prayers and 
hopes were realised when her husband John was baptised on January 6 th 
2019. Both the Secretary (Rhonwen Miles) and theTreasurer (Mr Paul 
Evans) were re- elected, all three will serve a further three years in office.  
To serve is a priviledge and to believe that ‘the best is yet to be’ is exciting.  

At this time, we uphold all who cannot attend church, in prayer and love. 
Their hearts are with us every step of the way. They pray for our Pastor’s 
Ministry and keep in touch with us all via the magazine and phone calls. I 
want to thank Mrs Hilary Thomas who continues with her card ministry. To 
you all who show love and concern I say a big thank you. Thank you, too 
to Sally and Steve who provide CD’s of our services – they are a source of 
great blessing to those who cannot attend church.  

As I write, my Easter thanks are said in advance – to our musicians who 
chose the Easter Hymns, - to Mrs Mary Johnson who depicted the days of 
Easter Week with artistic skill with flowers and displays – to our caretakers 
who work so very hard, to all on Rotas  - Communion Prep and Teas ...we 
can but say, “by their fruits ye shall know them”.  Hope belongs to our Lord 
and Saviour; we are His people - Hope is His church.  Hand in hand 
Easter and Pentecost herald in a year of new beginning as we hear His 
voice calling us to discipleship.                                             
 
 

 

 



 

Month of Sundays… 

 5th May 12th May 

DUTY 
DEACONS 

Rhonwen Miles/John Ware 

 

Rev. Robbie Hall Rev. Robbie Hall 

 

Don & Hilary Thomas Mrs Edith Hughes 

 Rosalyn Hogg & 
Val Jenkins  

Mary Johnson & 
Rosemary Rowe 

Nyfain Pugh & 
Jackie Jones 

Pam Jones & 
Judith Jakob 

 

 
COMMUNION PM 

Prep:  Delyth Ware 
 

 

 

Ladies Guild 

13th Annual General Meeting 

Readers:   May 5th    Neil Denning 

                        12th    Mrs. Delyth Ware 

                        19th    Mrs. Jean Langdon 
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 19th May 26th May 

DUTY 
DEACONS  

Rhonwen Miles/John Ware 

 

Rev. Robbie Hall 
 

Rev. Huw Stephens 
(Rogerstone) 

 

Clive & Irene Griffiths Derek Lyddon 

 
Joan de Vera & 

Delyth Ware 
Chris Burn &  
Eva Evans 

Alison Evans & 
Nyfain Pugh 

Margaret Francis & 
Rhonwen Miles 

 

 
COMMUNION AM 

Prep: Alison Evans 
 

 

wome 

Women@Hope 

          7th Pastor Robbie Hall 

        14th Pastor Mark Thomas  

21ST Pastor Richard Roberts 

        28th No Meeting 

 

 

  



 

WHAT’S OCCURRING! 
Deacons Meeting   - 15th May 
Church Meeting      - 16th May 
No Prayer Meeting  - 30th May 
 

SUNDAY’SCOOL NEWS 
The children were given  Easter Eggs which included a book of the Easter 
Story.  A big thank you to Mrs. Rhyl Coleman for giving the children Easter 
eggs in their own knitted jackets.  Izzy is continuing to do well with her 
dancing.  We pray for Leah as she sits the remainder of her GCSEs.  All 
our children are continually in our prayers.   

Pam Jones 

CHRISTIAN AID  

Our appeal for those affected by the cyclone in Mozambique and East 
Africa raised £370.  A big thank you once again to the fellowship at Hope 
for their generous giving.  

Delyth Ware 

MISSION HOME AND AWAY – Hilda’s Walk 
Many thanks to all who joined us for Hilda’s Walk  on Easter Saturday and 
to all who sponsored someone to do the walk or made a donation.   We 
were blessed with clear blue skies, beautiful sunshine and great company.  
Our coffee stop was once again this year at the Atlantic Hotel, organised 
for us by Jayne Tyre.   

 At the time of going to press, we have so far received £800 with some 
amounts still to be collected. This will be divided equally between The 
Leprosy Mission New Hospital Appeal in Nepal  and  United Christian 
Broadcasters (UCB), with the UK Government pledged to double our gift to 
Leprosy Mission. 

More details and a photo of the 50 walkers who took part will be included   
in next month’s magazine.                                                       Neil Jenkins 

(Once again, we thank Jayne for her generosity in providing coffees at The 

Atlantic.  Ed)                                                                                                

CHRISTMAS – THE STORY 

There is to be a meeting on Monday May 13th at 6.30pm in Tabernacl 
Church Hall.  Please let Rev. Robin Samuel  know if you are able to attend 
and if not, please let him know whether or not you would want to be a part 
of it again.                                                                            Hannelie Jonas 
 



 

“BUSY FINGERS” 
CRAFT GROUP 

The photograph 
surely speaks for 
itself!  We have so 
enjoyed our craft 
sessions  2-4.30pm 
on Wednesdays  and 
we are amazed at 
the amount of work 
we have achieved.  
Shawls and hats for 
premature babies 
were taken by me to the Princess of Wales Hospital. I have received a 
letter of thanks from the Neo-Natal Unit.  Every item has been appreciated.  
More will be donated very soon.  We want to thank Shan, a friend of Hilary 
Thomas, who kindly sent in a surprising number of shawls and quilts.  
Thank you so much Shan for every piece of work.  We hope you can join 
us one afternoon so that we can meet you and learn from you.  Thanks for 
your hard work and support everyone. 

Helen Hall 

THE GIDEONS 
The Gideons’ Spring Rally will be held at Litchard Mission, Bridgend on 
Saturday 11th May 2019 at 2pm.  The Speaker will be our Pastor Robbie 
Hall. 

SUNDAY TRANSPORT 
The first pick-up took place on the 7th April and was a huge success.  It 
was much appreciated by everyone – well not quite everyone – because 
Jean Langdon was hoping the bus would take her to Blackpool for her 
Sunday lunch.  Thank you again to Lynne and Phil for making it possible. 

NOTE FOR YOUR DIARIES!  
There will be a Men’s Breakfast on Saturday 1st June.  More details to 
follow. 

Mrs. Hilary Thomas would like to thank Rhonwen and Pam, on behalf of 
herself and Don, Mrs. Esme Daniels and Vic Greenwood for their work on 
the magazine each month.  “It is very much appreciated as we are now 
unable to attend Church”.  (Ed.  No bribe was given!) 



 

 
 

 



 

 
Thanks to Pam Weldon for this facebook image 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Now what?  
Huddled together in an Upper Room for fear of their lives, the disciples struggle to find their 
former identity. They knew that nothing could or would ever be the same… then Jesus 
appears.  He stays with them for forty days, proving Himself to be alive – teaching them the 
ways of the Kingdom of God. They broke bread again and drank of the wine...slowly they 
began to understand and they were humbled.  Humbled – but not to the point of silent 
ineptitued.  Jesus will leave them with a task and the means with which to fulfill it. Having 
ascended to His Father He sends His Holy Spirit as He promised. 

Now what?  
In no time we see Peter and John, standing in front of the rulers, the elders and the 
teachers of the law.  They flouted protocol which demanded they be dressed in mourning, 
to behave with almost subservient humilty.  Ater all who was this Peter?  He was just a 
rugged fisherman from Galilee; - a nobody from nowhere! – an ordinary man but now 
capable of doing the extraordinary.  This is the weakling who had denied his Master – now 
this...! God’s power is always apparent to others when such a transformation takes place in 
a persons life and witness. They are head and shoulders above the ‘learned men’ before 
them. (Acts 4) 

I love to read biographies of people who have ‘come through’. They rekindle in me my   
latent belief  in the power of the human spirit when surrendered to God; but we don’t just  
have to read about them, such people are all around us. They have been in our past 
experiences (search them out in grateful rememberance). They are with us today, living 
nearby, worshipping in pews across our land; - one in their resolve as pastors and people 
to follow their Lord and Saviour.  They follow, not because they have all the answers but 
because they saw The Truth in Jesus. They could do nothing but follow Him and tell out the 
good news. 

How easy it is for us to say, “Ah, such people are made of sterner stuff. They were/are 
much wiser and more learned than I”. That is a poor comment!  The strength of the young, 
the opportunities of middle years and the wealth of experience of us older folk combine to 
make us all wiser and stronger, equipping us to face this hostile and indifferent society. 
It takes a trained eye to see what others cannot see. It took a Michaelangelo to look at a 
spoiled block of marble on which others had worked to no avail, and “see” his famous 
statue, David.  It is with His trained eye that our Lord looks at each one of us and sees our 
potential. 

We don’t have to have the courage to be great leaders we just need to be brave enough to 
follow. Our potential lies in our standing firm,ministering to one another and to our 
community.  

This image made me smile. Into a world where men expect a ‘return for their money’ and 
acknowledgement for any extras that they might deign to give comes Jesus’ example of 
selflessness, selfsacrifice and love.  We have all been recipients of kindness and blessings 
– did we recognise God’s Spirit at work? 

He was there .. 
He is everywhere…! 

 
Rhonwen 

 
 
 



 

.Hope Baptist Church May 2019 

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE 
For more information on any of our activities, please get in touch 
with the contact shown. 

MONDAY:   

Ladies Guild 2.30pm Mrs. P. Jones (01656) 655142 

Bible Study 7.30pm Mrs. M. Denning (01656) 767381 

TUESDAY:   

Tuesday Prayer Group 9.30am Mrs R Rowe (01656) 654881 

Tuesday@Hope 11.00am Mrs M Johnson (01656) 656346 

WEDNESDAY: 

“Busy Fingers” Group 
 2 - 4.30           Mrs. H. Hall  (01656) 224015 

THURSDAY:   

Baby & Toddler Group 9.30am Dr D. Ware (01656) 662948 

Prayer Meeting 7.30pm   

SUNDAY:   

Sunday’sCool 10.30am  

Morning Service 10.30am  

Evening Service 6.00pm  

WHO TO CONTACT AT HOPE 

CHURCH CONTACT: hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk  07866 746851 

CHURCH PASTOR: Rev. Robbie Hall 07866 746851 

SECRETARY: Rhonwen Miles (01656) 654169 

TREASURER: Paul Evans (01656) 661986 

CARETAKER: Seung Ho & Yun Hee Kang (01656) 646911 

USE OF PREMISES  
&SAFEGUARDING 

Sally George (01656) 668791 

NEWSDESK: mag4hope@yahoo.com 
Rhonwen Miles/ 

Pam Jones 

mailto:hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mag4hope@yahoo.com


 

 
 
 

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
(Church Meeting 010503) 

 
We will EVANGELISE our community & beyond. 

We will encourage people to become more Christ-like through 
DISCIPLESHIP. 

We are committed to meeting the needs of those inside & outside 
our walls through MINISTRY. 

We will value FELLOWSHIP, recognising that it is a divine gift to the 
church. 

We will come before the Lord in obedience to WORSHIP Him. 

 

Hope Baptist Church operates a safeguarding children and  
adults at risk policy 

 

www.hopebridgend.co.uk  
 

Hope English Baptist Church Bridgend 
Affiliated to the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) & South Wales 

Baptist Association 
 

Registered Charity: No. 1133067 

 

Thanks to our printers: 
 

 

http://www.hopebridgend.co.uk/

