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“Blessed

are the peacemakers

For they will be called children of God”
(Matt.5 v9}
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In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the
new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance
of me.’ (1 Cor. 11:25)
The instructions that Paul gave to the church in Corinth on the conduct of
the Lord’s Supper, were those he had personally received from the Lord
himself, “on the night he was betrayed’. This reference to Judas takes us
directly to the memory of the Cross whenever we share this meal. Then
the words of Jesus in V25 above tie the sacrificial work of the Cross to the
promises of God given at the time of the first Passover in Egypt, reminding
us of God’s gracious forgiveness for us in Christ. Finally, the words that
the bread and wine ‘proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes’, (V26) look
forward to Christ’s return.
The application of these verses is as simple as the meal itself: we should
constantly remember Jesus’ great sacrifice of himself to pay the penalty
for our sin, and the salvation we are promised when we turn to him with
grateful hearts, that we can rise with Him to everlasting life.
In Corinth the Lord’s Supper had become heavily ritualised and elitist
elements had added various extra stipulations as to who could preside and
participate in the celebration. It was inevitable that this developed into the
theology of transubstantiation and so on. Such corruptions of this simple
act of remembrance continue to this day in some denominations. Jesus’
instructions, relayed through the Apostle Paul are not elaborate or full of
ceremony, just to keep it simple and do it regularly, as a perpetual
memory.
Remembrance Sunday should, in my view, take a similar simple form. It is
more important to have the opportunity to reflect, to remember the price
that has been paid for our freedom, to be thankful and to be determined
that we never take lightly the horrors of war and conflict.
For both acts of Remembrance there should be, of course, an appropriate
degree of dignity and decorum, as well as that sense of ceremony that
helps us to focus on what we are gathered to remember.

Pastor Robbie

Pastor's Diary: October 2019
Remembrance is such an important
service for all of us. Last year was very
special and it is intended to keep to that
format for this year. I hope John has got
his saluting arm in practise!
This year, in addition, we will tell you
something of the work of SASRA, who
have an amazing ministry among our
Armed Forces and are truly worthy of
our support. Mission Home & Away will
be addressing this cause during the
month of November. All details to follow.
Looking forwards, we are still ‘all go’ for the Food Bank project. The
contractors have begun their survey and planning work, so there is some
progress being made. I’m sure it is going to be 2020 now, and not this
year.
As we think about our ministry here over the coming months and years, we
need to make some allowance for the effect that my cancer treatment may
have. My intention is to keep going and trust in the Lord to enable my
pastor’s role to continue, but it is clear I will have to slow down a little at
times if we are to get through the next 6 months or so. We pray on!
Helen and I are so grateful for your prayers
and the amazing support we have been
given these last few days with the birth of
our new grandson Joshua. His premature
arrival has left this lovely little soldier with
one or two complications. These are entirely
resolvable, but Joshua is going to be kept in
the care of Birmingham Children’s Hospital
for a couple of months at least.
All blessings as always,
Pastor Robbie

I BELIEVE
That you lay the foundations for the future in the mind of a child.
That the happiest people do not necessarily have everything, they
just make the most of everything they have.
What a tangled wen we weave when first we practise to deceive.
That there is a corner of foolishness in the brain of the wisest man
(Aristotle)
That every saint has a past and every sinner a future.
That the road to hell is paved with good intentions.
That the hardest decision you will make in your life is to walk away
or try harder.
That the graveyard is full of indispensables.
That you cannot hang out with negative people and expect to live a
positive life.
That today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday all is well
That the journey of a thousand miles begins with just one step.
That we should live by Society’s rules if we expect Society’s benefits
That we should not count the days but make the days count.
That yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift,
that is why it is called the present.
Positive human qualities always triumph over a flawed system.
_______________
IF
If you think you are beaten, you are
If you think you dare not, you don’t
If you’d like to win but think you can’t it’s almost certain you won’t.
If you think you’ll lose, you’ve lost.
For out of the world we find success begins with a fellow’s will –
It’s all in the state of mind.
If you think you’re outclassed, you are.
You’ve got to think high to rise.
You’ve got to be sure of yourself before you can ever win a prize.
Life’s battles don’t always go to the stronger or faster man
But sooner or later the man who wins
Is the one who Thinks he can.
Anonymous.
Thanks to Eva Evans

Good News!
Pam and I would like to thank you for your prayers, telephone calls, visits,
"food parcels" etc; they are all appreciated very much. When my 16 week
course of chemotherapy finished recently, I had a prompt appointment with
the cancer specialist, and she told me the good news that the treatment
had worked, insofar as the myeloma had been reduced to a level where it
was not causing any more harm.
As there is currently no medical cure for myeloma, it will increase and start
causing damage again. So a further course of 8 weekly doses of
chemotherapy has been started, to suppress the myeloma even further.
Thus it should take longer for it to increase, and so my bones will have
longer to recover. At the same time I have started a course of 24 monthly
bone strengthening infusions.
Meanwhile as my bones, especially my spine, are weak and liable to
breakage or fracture, I have been advised not to lift anything heavy, or
bend too much. Would you believe I shouldn't even bend to put my socks
on or off! But the main news is good, isn't it, praise the Lord.
You might be interested in this item someone had posted on Facebook. I
don't know who originated it, but I think it describes my career pretty well.
God has a tendency
of picking up a nobody
to be a somebody
in front of everybody
without consulting anybody.
Mike Weldon

These words epitomise all your years of ministry, Mike. May God bless
you and Pam each day.

You are my lamp, O Lord. You turn my darkness into light.

I cannot write personally about war as we envision it, with it’s guns,
bombs and sniper’s bullets ravaging lives and communities. I have only
seen pictures of two world wars with their horrors of trenches and gas
chambers. I have only pictures to show me the relentless missile attacks
decimating the lives of humans and their cultures to frightening degrees. I
have never known the rigours of being a refugee nor have I lain in a
hospital bed or at the roadside in pain. See! - how the innocent are caught
up in the cross fire - victims of missile mania. Millions have experienced
such traumas and our hearts go out to each one of them, be it for the
ultimate sacrifice paid in both World Wars and subsequent wars or to wars
being fought with new ferocity and discrimination today.
I was affected indirectly. My grandfather was killed when a German bomb
found the funnel of ‘HMS Scotia’ bound homewards on her final trip,
carrying soldiers rescued from the beaches of Dunkirk . Like so many my
‘nain’ (grandmother) struggled to bring up 4 children. I adored her – she
fought her battles too; by believing in me she gave me my freedom –
freedom to be myself, to forge my own path. Such is the essence of being
free.
For the majority of us today war has been reduced to the size of our
television screens. We may be reluctant spectators as we watch
{especially children) suffering but our moment of involvement can easily be
halted by the speedy click of the remote control before it ‘all gets too
much’. Is there a greater ‘luxury’ than that in this mindless warring
madness? I choose my words with a dread of where it will all end –
emotionally and spiritually.

Freedom of choice – the brotherhood of man, whatever happened to that?
To answer that we have to go to God, our Creator. What is man here for?
God tells us that we are here to explore, to build, to conquer. Watch a child
in his infancy – he does all three with the ease of any hero. He sees no
danger, fears no risk. Too soon we grow up, risk- taking isn’t fun anymore;
we hesitate and in most instances fall back into a non-demanding, gentle
comfort zone. However, we can thank our Lord for those moments (we
have all experienced them) when He stirred us into action. “Are you for me
or against me?” “Take up your cross – let not its weight fill your weak spirit
with alarm ...and calmly every danger brave” (MP 935) Sh! There is
someone else knocking at your door.
Out of the shadows crawls the Devil himself. Way back in Genesis we see
him - banished from the presence of God – banished but not destroyed.
God now has an enemy – and so do we.
On leaving the Garden, Adam could have asked God for an Instruction
Manual, for he wasn’t given one – a sure sign that God believed in him.
Adam had everything he needed to make the right life decisions. That is
God’s ongoing gift to us, His confidence in us and His unconditional love –
alongside the gifts of His Spirit, e.g. love, joy, peace, forgiveness. Each in
turn equip us for every situation. Gifts that we must share with others but
most of all we must gift them to ourselves.
In her book, “It takes a village” Hilary Clinton writes “The best tool you can
give a child is a shovel”. It was her father’s motto. It’s all about giving
people (especially children) the skills they need to overcome adversity.
The ability to shovel their way out from under whatever evils the world
piles on us. God’s tools are well worn and last for ever.
With these tools, these gifts, we will win the war.
“Stand therefore – having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel
of peace”. Ephesians 6 (v14 )
When satan sees that the God of Peace is a reality and is active in our
living he knows that he is
beaten. We are…..
“..needing reassurance,
and the will to start again
a steely eyed endurance,
the strength to fight and win.
For this I have,
Jesus”. (MP 829)

Month of Sundays…
3rd November
DUTY
DEACONS

10th November
John Ware

Rev. Robbie Hall

Rev. Robbie Hall
(Remembrance Sunday)

AM

Mary Johnson &
Rosemary Rowe

Joan De Vera &
Delyth Ware

PM

Rev. & Mrs. Mike Weldon
(with thanks for healing)

Alison Evans &
Nyfain Pugh

Pam Jones &
Rosalyn Hogg

COMMUNION PM

Prep: Rosalyn Hogg
& Val Jenkins
Deacons’ Meeting
Church Meeting

6th November
7th November

Readers: November 3rd Mr. Russell Henderson
10th Mr. David Drew
Deacons’ Communion Rota
November

3rd Rhonwen Miles/John Ware
17th Margaret Francis/ Mary Johnson/
Maureen Turner/ Philip Hogg

17th November
DUTY
DEACONS

24th November

John Ware

Mr. Mike Thomas
(Swansea)

Rev. Stephen Pare

Bob & Rosemary Rowe

Mrs. Rhyl Coleman
(in memory of Gwyn
Coleman)

Eva Evans &
Madeleine Drew

Enid James &
Pat Fairfax

Margaret Francis &
Rhyl Coleman

Alison Evans &
Nyfain Pugh

COMMUNION AM
Prep: Alison Evans &
Pam Jones
wome

Women@Hope
5th

Pastor Robbie Hall

12th

Mr. Geoff Grey

19

th

Mrs. Linda Jenkins

26

th

Mr. Geoff Grey

FAMILY NEWS
Happy Birthday to BMS Birthday Scheme Members - November
6th

Norma King

18

th

Pat Fairfax

24

th

Lynne Chamberlain

7th
21

st

Irene Griffiths
James Evans

Are we all suffering from SAD syndrome? Seasonal Affective
Disorder, our gardens are; they’re confused, the plants are still flowering
“Is it still Summer?” they ask. My hands and feet ask, “Is it Winter?”
October brought it’s challenges. Our love and prayers go out to our Pastor
and Helen. (See our Pastor’s update.) We are in constant prayer for baby
Joshua and all the family as the days and weeks unfold.
“Every child comes with a message that God is not yet discouraged with mankind”.
Children are born believers; what a glorious truth that is.
Phil Chamberlain writes:
“Two Sundays, just a week apart but such differing emotions. From the
high of my baptism on August 4 th to the passing of my mother, exactly one
week later. We would both like to thank our Hope family for the thoughts,
prayers, cards, messages of condolence and for the support shown to us
by those who attended Mum’s funeral at St.Catwgs Church, Pentyrch on
the 30th. We have been truly humbled by the kindness of everyone who
helped us through this difficult time”.
What joy to be able to say that Rev Mike Weldon has shown a remarkable
improvement in his health (see page 5). It does no harm to repeat the
good news that the treatment has reduced his condition considerably what an answer to prayer. There will be a need to take things quietly as
strength returns slowly (and well) but this healing reaction to treatment is
such good news to Mike, to Pam and all who have prayed fervently for
him. Mike will be the most reluctant of patients to say how ill he has been
and the level of pain that he has endured. It has been a privilege to have
shared and supported him for he has won our hearts and love.
Angela Duthie is also well on the road to recovery. Her positive attitude
and trust, so evident to all, served her well. Angela writes:
“I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members for their
prayers, kind messages, beautiful floral tributes and lovely cards received
during my recent stay in hospital. Your prayers have certainly sustained

me through this ordeal and I am very pleased to report that I am making
steady progress to a full recovery. Thank you and God Bless”.
Mrs Marian Roberts’ husband Ken is in hospital. We want you to know that
you too are being watched over, Marian. You are missed in church but we
understand the circumstances which dictate your daily routine. Our
concerns reach out for your good health as well as Ken’s needs.
Mrs Margaret Morton isn’t too well at present. We all pray that strength
and your enjoyment of life soon return. Precious past memories help to
sustain our faith. Our circumstances may change over the years but Our
Lord remains the same
It has been good to see that Susan and Richard Girdlestone are keeping
in good spirit. Richard is fighting his health issues with deliberation and a
good heart. We bring Mr Brinley George alongside too as his lightness of
heart carries him through the ‘not so good days’.
This gives me the opportunity to reassure the many members and friends
of Hope who, at present, are unable to attend church, that they are being
loved and prayed for. We often stop and realise the demands of your own
health in addition to the debilities of your nearest and dearest. We can all
benefit from a disciplined routine but yours goes a lot further keeping you
busy every hour of the day. You may not see us praying for you but we do
- you are a very real part of our church life.
The same principle applies to those of you who struggle with constant
pain. Joint pain, arthritis in all its guises, even to ‘heartache/pain’. Each
health issue challenges you with imposed limitations and restrictions, all
felt keenly. Yet you all cope valiantly well, often to the testing of your own
health. Please believe that you are prayed for. Every Tuesday morning
Prayer Group go through the listings and visits of close friends always
bring the ‘church family’ in their wake. Please reach out by letter or by
phone - we will gladly help in specific times of need if we know how and
when that need arises.
Neil Jenkins has had treatment at the hospital. We trust that all is well.
He has still been helping in a pivotal way with the ongoing building work.
This month work has concentrated on the caretakers’ cottage. A new
kitchen has been installed – very much needed and hugely deserved. Uni
and Seung Ho are always so appreciative of all that we are able to do for
them. It’s an honour and blessing for us to have you all with us.
Rhonwen

WHAT’S OCCURRING!
SUNDAY’SCOOL NEWS
A reminder that we are holding a Light Party for the children as an
alternative to Halloween on Thursday the 31st October from 6pm to
8pm.
BELATED THANKS:
Harvest seems very far away now, but it was remiss of me to have not
included thanks in the October magazine. I am very grateful to those who
contributed and to Helen and Yvonne for their help with the decorating.
As you know Harvest coincided with Derek King's memorial service Derek loved to see the church decorated and I think those who attended
appreciated the flowers. As the following week was the Mayor's civic
service it was decided to leave the pedestals and other decorations in
place - the fresh produce had already been distributed; 26 flowers
arrangements together with the fruit and vegetables. Thank you once
again,
Mary J
CHRISTIAN AID
The International Evening, arranged by the Quaker meeting in support of
Christian Aid, was held at Bridgend United Church on 10th Oct. This was
very well supported by Hope members. We enjoyed an evening of poetry
and music provided by the Pencoed Ukulele band. Cynan Llwyd from the
Christian Aid office in Cardiff spoke about the work of Christian Aid
amongst the poorest people in the world.
Our soup lunch took place on Sunday 13th Oct. Thank you so much to all
who supported us. We served 85 people and it was great to see the room
downstairs full. We were pleased to welcome friends from Tabernacl,
Bridgend United, Nolton Church and the Quaker meeting. It was lovely
also to have a table occupied by our Sunday'scool.
A big thank you to Pat and Irene who toiled unseen in the kitchen for hours
over the washing up. Thank you to our waiters Ron, Clive, Gary and John
and special thanks to Rosemary Rowe for her gooseberries, without which
the gooseberry crumble would not have been possible!
I'm delighted to say that we raised £707 for Christian Aid which is
wonderful. Thank you all once again.
Delyth Ware and Enid James

BRIDGEND NATIVITY
Rehearsals for this year’s performances will take place at Tabernacl,
Derwen Road, as follows:
Monday,18th November @ 6.30pm, Thursday, 21st November @
6.30pm and Thursday, 28th November @6.30pm.
Performances are planned for Saturday 30th November to Saturday 7th
December. Times for the Saturdays are 10am English, 11am Welsh and
12pm English. Performances are free and last about 20 mins.

NB: Shoeboxes to be in by 17th November, please.
GIFT SUNDAY – 1st DECEMBER
This year we are again supporting Calan DVS (formerly Bridgend
Womens Aid). Toys should have whether it is for a girl or boy and the age.
If you would like to give something for the Mums or a donation that would
be most welcome too.
Pam Jones
SAVINGS
Please give your savings cards to Jean on the 3rd November, if possible.
Without Jean and Angela, many of you would be eating gruel for
Christmas! We thank them for all their had work, Well worth it to savers.
I intend saving next year for a Stannah Stairlift!! (anon)
CHRISTMAS CARDS
A reminder – If you would like to contribute to your favourite charities in
lieu of cards, please let us know by the 17th November.
Irene and Clive will be sorting the Christmas Cards out again this year.
Will you please make a special note of the closing date for Christmas Card
Collection - DECEMBER 8th Irene and Clive do sterling work sorting them
all out – it behoves us to help them all we can by getting our cards to them
early.. We thank them sincerely for the hours they put in and for running
around after us as cards are brought in for people we haven’t seen for
years. Ask for an address! – then send on.
Diary Notes – Cambrensis “Promise of Christmas” on the 7th
December in St. David’s Hall

Nativity and Christingle are on the 15th December.

The place of recognition – humour. A lightness of spirit upheld troops.
Humour helped to keep one’s sanity.
We may have to sacrifice much peace of mind as we have watched Brexit
painfully unfold but I am loathe to sacrifice a much needed sense of
humour. Laughter can save the day ... it can bring sanity and perspective
into a possible explosive situation.
Laughter can be likened to gold dust – sprinkle it, liberally; so here goes...
Get your sums right.
1. Boy’s name
2. Girl’s name.
3. Pig.
4. Ailing sea creature.
5. Old mode of transport.
6. Mars, Venus, Pluto
7. Singer.

L

S

D

______________
______________

Answers to above:
1. Bob ; 2. Penny; 3. Guinea; 4. A Sick squid ; 5. Penny Farthing
6. 3 Far things 7. Tenner
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OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE
For more information on any of our activities, please get in touch
with the contact shown.
TUESDAY:
Ladies’ Prayer Group

9.30am

Mrs R Rowe

(01656) 654881

Women@Hope

11.00am

Mrs M Johnson

(01656) 656346

WEDNESDAY:
2-4pm

Mrs. H. Hall (01656) 224015

Baby & Toddler Group

9.30am

Dr D. Ware

Prayer Meeting

7.30pm

“Busy Fingers” Group
THURSDAY:

(01656) 662948

SUNDAY:
Sunday’sCool

10.00am

Morning Service

10.30am

Evening Service

6.00pm

WHO TO CONTACT AT HOPE
CHURCH CONTACT:
CHURCH PASTOR:

hopebaptist@hotmail.co.uk

07866 746851

Rev. Robbie Hall

07486 655189

SECRETARY:

Rhonwen Miles

(01656) 654169

TREASURER:

Paul Evans

(01656) 661986

CARETAKER:

Seung Ho & Yun Hee Kang

(01656) 646911

Sally George

(01656) 668791

mag4hope@yahoo.com

Rhonwen Miles/
Pam Jones

USE OF PREMISES
&SAFEGUARDING

NEWSDESK:

OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
(Church Meeting 010503)

We will EVANGELISE our community & beyond.
We will encourage people to become more Christ-like through
DISCIPLESHIP.
We are committed to meeting the needs of those inside & outside
our walls through MINISTRY.
We will value FELLOWSHIP, recognising that it is a divine gift to the
church.
We will come before the Lord in obedience to WORSHIP Him.
Hope Baptist Church operates a safeguarding children and
adults at risk policy

www.hopebridgend.co.uk
Hope English Baptist Church Bridgend
Affiliated to the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) & South Wales
Baptist Association
Registered Charity: No. 1133067
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